
Rep. Ben Cline, 
a Republican who 
represents Virginia’s 6th 
Congressional District, 
recently started his 
third term in Congress. 

Cline won another 
term in November’s 
general election after 
defeating Democratic 
challenger Jennifer 
Lewis by nearly 29% of 
the vote. 

The Fincast le 
resident was first 
elected to the House 
of Representatives 
in 2018, after having 
represented the 24th 
District in the Virginia 
House of Delegates 
from 2002-2018. 

In an interview with 
The Fincastle Herald 
earlier this month, Cline 
discussed his views 
on Washington, the 
bills he’s introducing, 
upcoming town 

halls and constituent 
services.

Congress
This year marks Cline’s 

first time being in the 
majority since joining 
Congress. 

“I got to spend all of my 
time in the state house in 
the majority. It was really 
a shock coming into the 
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Preserving Botetourt 
County History: 

Ann Layman, Secretary of the 
Botetourt Historical Society & 

Museum

Botetourt Historical Society & Museum Secretary Ann 
Layman 

PHOTO BY MATT DE SIMONE

The Botetourt 
Historical Society and 
Museum (BCHSM) 
provides visitors a chance 
to revisit some of Botetourt 
County’s history through 
education, exhibits, and 
activities. The museum’s 
57-year history saw a 
couple of massive changes 
last year. One of those 
changes stemmed off of 
the county courthouse 
renovation project, 
causing the museum to 
successfully find a new 
home.

Over the next several 

weeks, The Fincastle 
Herald will feature 
interviews with some 
of the individuals who 
help make the Botetourt 
County Historical 
Museum a must-see 
destination.

One of the faces seen 
around the Botetourt 
County Historical 
Museum is that of Ann 
Layman, secretary of 
the Historical Society 
and a member of the 
museum’s Executive 
Board of Directors. 

Interview with Tristan Harris, Mayor of Buchanan

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE HARRIS FAMILY
Newly elected Buchanan Mayor Tristan Harris, his wife, Kerri, and their two daughters, Kaeleigh (top center) and 
Dylan.

Pickelsimer’s Ten21 Tactical off ers slings, 

‘insta-rings,’ and all types of things

Representative Cline talks 
priorities for new Congress

The Town of Buchanan elected a 
new mayor last November. Tristan 
Harris, a native of Clinton, Conn., 
replaced former Mayor Craig Bryant 
who chose not to run for reelection 
in 2022.

Harris attended Central 
Connecticut State University for four 
years, majoring in psychology and 
minoring in biology, before moving 
down to Spring Hill, Fla. 

Harris enrolled in some classes at 
Pasco Hernando Community College 
focusing in education and received an 
Associate in Applied Science degree. 
He moved to Charlotte after earning 
his Associate’s and began work in the 
veterinary field. Meanwhile, Harris 
then enrolled at UNC Charlotte 
majoring in both biology and 
psychology.

After a few years working in various 
positions from kennel and reception 
to rehab technician at a few different 
animal hospitals, Harris went back 
to school at Central Piedmont 
Community College in a construction 
management program.

He started a job with Choate 
construction, an Atlanta-based 

commercial general contracting 
company, working on many projects 
including the Charlotte Premium 
Outlets and some projects at Team 
Penske and Hendrick Motorsports. 

During this period of time, Harris 
met and married his wife, Kerri. They 
purchased a house just over the South 
Carolina border in York, and then 
he went back to school at Winthrop 
University to become a biology teacher.

“My wife had a goal to own her 
own animal hospital, so we kept our 
eyes open for business opportunities,” 
Harris recalled in a recent interview. 
“Shortly after her sister moved to 
Roanoke, we came across a hospital for 
sale in Natural Bridge Station. We fell 
in love with the area when we came 
to visit the hospital, and, luckily, we 
saw great potential in the business. We 
started the long process of purchasing 
the hospital and moved to Roanoke 
in July of 2016. We closed on the 
business purchase in September of 
2016 and worked hard to grow the 
hospital.”

The commute from Roanoke was 
much more than the Harrises wanted, 
he added. Tristan and Kerri wanted to 

be in a smaller community to start a 
family. After doing some research and 
exploring the area, they decided that 
Buchanan was the place they wanted 
to settle in. 

One of their clients from Buchanan 
told Tristan and Kerri about some 
people they knew who were going to 
be selling their property and suggested 
Tristan contact them. 

“It turned out to be exactly what 
we were looking for, so we worked out 
a deal and officially became residents 
of Buchanan in March of 2018,” 
Harris said. “In the almost five years 
we have been here, we couldn’t be 
happier with our decision. We love the 
community, the landscape, and all that 
Buchanan has to offer. It’s great how 
quiet daily life can be, while having so 
many events throughout the year and 
activities in the area.”

The Buchanan mayor is currently 
the practice manager at Natural Bridge 
Animal Hospital. Tristan is proud that 
his family worked hard to grow their 
business from two employees in the 
beginning to currently having 10 and 
are currently looking to hire more. 

PHOTO BY AILA BOYD
Rep. Cline talks priorities 
for new Congress 

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PICKELSIMER FAMILY
Rebecca and Scott Pickelsimer, owners of the Ten21 
Tactical.

Scott and Rebecca 
Pickelsimer found them-
selves, like many, laid off 
during the 2020 pandemic 
and trying to figure out 
what’s next. Fortunately for 
the couple, a hobby mani-
fested itself into a full-blown 
business of “putting high 
quality gear into people’s 
hands for an affordable 
price.”

The Pickelsimers are the 
owners of Ten21 Tactical, 
a business that provides its 
customers with custom tac-
tical equipment for shoot-
ing, lifestyle, and pets. 
Some of the specific items 
include: air soft equipment, 
slings, sling mounting, mag 
pouches, shotgun cards, 
chest carriers, pouches, hol-
sters, plate carrier, combo 
kits, shooting support bags, 
first aid, miscellaneous 
shooting equipment, and 
dog gear.

Scott and Rebecca cur-
rently live in Botetourt 

County. He and his wife 
first met while they were 
attending middle school in 
Franklin County where they 
would spend time eating 
lunch and getting to know 
one another as the school 
years went on. Rebecca said 
that Scott was the first boy 
she ever danced with.

As the years went by, Scott 
spent four years as a U.S. 
Marine. He then returned 
home working various jobs. 
Meanwhile, Rebecca had a 
life of her own before the 
two reconnected years later 
via Facebook. One thing led 
to another and they were 
married on October 21, 
2009 (“Ten21”).

Scott and Rebecca 
worked at the same com-
pany for a few years. In 
the midst of that period of 
time, Scott began his sewing 
hobby. Then, both were laid 
off from their jobs in the 
spring of 2020 and pivoted 
toward manufacturing tacti-

cal gear after Rebecca intro-
duced Scott to her sewing 
machine a short time prior 
to losing their jobs. 

Scott explained the 
beginnings of his time 
learning about the needle 
and thread.

“When I originally 

started [sewing], I bought 
a long-range rifle and 
thought it would be good 
to have some bags to shoot 
off of,” Scott recalled dur-
ing a recent interview with 
the couple. “I looked online 
and saw what the prices 
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Botetourt County 
History

This is a leather covered “execution” 
notebook which was used by Botetourt 
County Deputy Sheriff Albert Baker 
Pitzer from January 12, 1858 until 
May 13, 1861. The strap wraps around 
the notebook and was secured by the 
buckle. It was probably placed in a 
saddlebag while riding a horse from one 
location to the next. 

At this time in history “executions” 
did not mean being put to death. 
These court orders were from Sheriff 
Joseph Pitzer, who was his brother. The 
handwritten records list the court case 
on the left and the receipt section on the 
right. They are monetary judgments that 
needed to be enforced by the deputy. 
Each record appears to contain the 
actual signature of the person receiving 
the court-ordered payment. 

According to Driver’s 2nd Virginia 

Calvary (after the notebook entries 
stopped ) Albert served as a sergeant 
in Company B from May 17, 1861 
until November 2, 1861. Albert, 
Rufus and Andrew L. Pitzer were 
also mentioned as Botetourt sheriffs 
in Stoner’s “Seedbed of the Republic.” 
This notebook was donated to the 
Botetourt History Museum in 2022 by 
Ronald Hurt of Vinton. He found it in 
the possessions of his father, Richard 
Zirkel Hurt. A much more expansive 
article can be found about this notebook 
in the November 2022 BCHS newsletter 
written by Susan Hays. It is called “A 
Touch of History “ and is mailed to all 
BCHS members. The newsletter can 
also be obtained at the BCHS Museum, 
which is open every day. Check the 
website: bothistscoc.Wordpress.com.

DVDs, puzzles on sale at Blue Ridge Library

Duncan selected fi rst chair 
for All-District Band

PHOTO COURTESY OF CAMS
James River Band Director Kevin English and All-District Band first chair 
woodwind player Declan Duncan.

Central Academy Middle School 
student Declan Duncan was chosen 
as fir st chair of the woodwind section 
for the Virginia Band and Orchestra 
Director’s All-District Band as 
announced in a recent post on CAMS’s 
Facebook page.

Duncan was chosen from a group 
of students in Fincastle all the way 
to Lynchburg. He is the first CAMS 
student to be selected for this honor.

~ Fincastle Herald staff report

Daleville-Fincastle Lions 
Club calls young musicians

 
Beginners and advanced musically 

talented students are encouraged to 
participate in the Daleville-Fincastle 
Lions Club 2023 Bland Music 
Contest. This is the fourth annual 
Bland Music Contest presented by 
the Daleville-Fincastle Lions Club. 

Any Botetourt/Roanoke/Craig 
County student up to age 18 can 
compete in either the instrumental 
or vocal categories on Saturday, 
March 4, 2 p.m., at The Glebe, 200 
The Glebe Blvd., Daleville.

The only criteria are performances 
must be memorized and limited to 
eight minutes.

The Bland Music Contest 
encourages parents and music 
teachers to involve students not only 
for scholarship opportunities but 
also for the experience of performing 
before an audience and being 
critiqued by several judges. 

The local contest prize for first 
place, both instrumental and vocal, 
is $75 each and second place will 
receive $50 each and third place, 
$25 each. 

The first-place winners will 
advance to Sub-District Competition 
in Salem at 2 p.m. Sunday, March 

19 at the CommUnity Church.The 
Sub-District winners will advance 
to State Finals on Friday, April 28 
in Bristol, Va. First place at State is 
$2,500 each, second is $2,000, third 
is $1,500 and fourth, fifth and sixth 
is $1,000 each.

Local musicians from Southwest 
Virginia have fared well at the State 
level. Last year the piano performer 
sponsored by the Forest Lions Club 
was the State first place winner in 
the Instrumental category and the 
vocalist sponsored by the Vinton 
Breakfast Lions Club placed second 
in that category.

Anyone wishing to submit an 
entry for the local contest, or has any 
questions, may contact Lion Robin 
Ward of the Daleville-Fincastle Lions 
Club at 540-591-2180 or email 
rward@theglebe.org.  Contestants 
are reminded that they can only 
compete in one Bland Music Contest 
per year and they must choose to 
perform in either a vocal category or 
an instrumental category. 

The public is invited to attend and 
enjoy the talents of these young local 
musicians on Saturday, March 4 at 2 
p.m. at The Glebe.

Friends of the Blue Ridge Library 
is holding a special sale of DVDs and 
puzzles through January 27 or until all 
the items are gone.  DVDs are priced at 
$1 each and puzzles are 50 cents each. 
The sale takes place in the meeting room 
of the library and will be available any 

time the library is open and no events are 
scheduled that require use of the room.  
Blue Ridge Library is located at 28 Avery 
Row on US 460 about a half-mile east 
of the Bonsack Walmart. For directions, 
call the library at 540-928-2900. 

minority and Nancy Pelosi’s house. We 
had to face intense partisanship as we 
fought against a number of bills that 
ignored conservative input,” he said. 

Cline said his conference wants to 
avoid what he characterized as “the 
same mistakes that Nancy Pelosi’s team 
made.” 

He added that the Republican 
conference wants to respect its colleagues, 
even when there is disagreement. “We can 
achieve more by listening and respecting 
our colleagues because each one of us 
represents 750,000 constituents,” he said. 

Despite being in the majority, Cline 
has concerns about the legislative process.

“I continue to have concerns about 
the way that things work in Washington, 
the partisanship and the division,” 
he said. “We do have to change how 
Washington works and sometimes that 
means upsetting the apple cart.” 

Cline pointed to the delay in the 
election of Republican Rep. Kevin 
McCarthy (CA—20) as speaker of 
the House of Representatives as being 
“chaotic,” but noted that “it was 
important to make sure that we locked 
in important reforms to the process” so 
that a more conservative agenda can be 
achieved by the body.

He’s hopeful that his caucus can reach 
agreements with Democrats on areas of 
common interest, like veteran services, 
transportation and infrastructure. 

“I’m optimistic because there are 
people who are in Congress on both sides 
of the aisle who do want to work together 
to make the place function better,” he 
said. “That starts with getting our fiscal 
house in order.” 

Bills
At the time of the interview, Cline 

said he was getting ready to introduce a 
bipartisan bill to address the regulatory 

bureaucracy, specifically regulations that 
he said are harmful to businesses. He said 
regulations are “being churned out of 
Washington by lower-level bureaucrats.”

He explained that the courts have 
found that major regulations need to 
be approved by agency heads. The bill 
he is putting forward will prevent such 
regulations from being issued by the types 
of lower-level officials he mentioned. 

“Every regulation that comes out of 
an agency has to have a signature or the 
endorsement of the head of that agency,” 
he said of the aims of the bill. “That’s 
hopefully going to curb a lot of these 
runaway regulations and some of the 
excessive actions made by some of the 
unnamed bureaucrats.” 

Due to its bipartisan nature, Cline said 
thinks it will likely pass on the suspension 
calendar. He hopes the suggestion will be 
viewed by the Biden Administration as 
being helpful instead combative. 

“I think everyone agrees there are 
too many regulations coming out of 
Washington,” he said. “This is a common 
 sense solution that everybody should be 
able to support.” 

He’s also working on a bill related 
to small business regulations. It aims 
to require that when regulations are 
drafted, information related to how they 
will impact small businesses has to be 
gathered. 

“One of the things these agencies 
have a disconnect with is small business 
that they often impact. The costs aren’t 
considered by these agencies when 
they’re promulgating these regulations,” 
he said. He pointed to employees being 
fired and the growth of businesses being 
restrained as two downsides of regulation 
that aren’t often considered. “Requiring 
these agencies to actually measure how 
much their regulations impact small 

businesses would help to rein in some 
of the aggressiveness of the regulatory 
bureaucracy.” 

He described the second bill as being 
a “twin” to the first one. 

Town halls
Cline noted he will be scheduling a 

series of town halls in the near future in 
each of the jurisdictions he represents. 
He plans to hold the first group of 
meetings in the jurisdictions that are 
newly incorporated into the 6th District, 
then will proceed to hold additional 
meetings in the jurisdictions he has 

already been representing. 
Constituent services
Cline noted that although his 

legislative work is important, he doesn’t 
want his constituents to forget about the 
services that his office makes available 
to them.

“If it touches the federal government 
and constituents are having problems 
with red tape, my office can help,” he 
said. “If folks have any issues, I’m more 
than happy to help.” 

His downtown Roanoke office serves 
constituents in the Roanoke Valley.

Cline from page 1

Want to stay informed on 
local news in 2023?

www.FincastleHerald .com
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Botetourt Women’s Club recognizes Community Heroes
 Six Botetourt residents were presented 

with a Hero Award in December through 
a project sponsored by the GFWC 
Botetourt Town and Country Women’s 
Club called Botetourt Cares. These 
Botetourt citizens were nominated as 
persons who play a vital role in Botetourt 
County and who make a difference in 
their community.  The awards included a 
letter of recognition, a $100 cash award, 
and a gift bag.  The Daleville branch of 
First Bank supported this project.

Deborah Wiley, the coordinator for 
this project, made contact with many 
public service agencies as well as The 
Fincastle Herald and social media to 
spread the word about this project. 
The recipients for this award were 
selected from outstanding nominations 
from people throughout Botetourt 
County. Those selected were based on 
the following criteria:  public service, 
leadership in church, school and 
community activities, volunteer efforts 
in their communities, and the impact 
of their service throughout Botetourt 
County.  

Brittany Turman’s dedication to 
Breckinridge Elementary, to the Fincastle 
youth sports program, and to serving as 
an election poll worker for Botetourt 
County was highlighted in the letter 
that was received from her nominator.  
The person that nominated her had this 
to say: Brittany…. “is an ever growing 
presence” in Botetourt County “ensuring 
the community’s safety, growth, and 
success.

Kip and Lyn Burton’s dedication to 
serving their church, Historic Fincastle 
Inc., the Virginia Lewis & Clark Legacy 
Trail, Saving Greenfield committee, and 
lighting Fincastle at Christmas were a few 
highlights sent in from their nominator.  
Kip’s service to his country and his 
impressive resumé in the Navy were also 
stressed.  The person that nominated this 
couple had this to say: They are “devoted 
citizens of not only Botetourt but our 
country.”

Elizabeth Provost’s dedication 
as an elementary school educator, to 
the Botetourt Relay for Life, to the 
Buchanan Rescue Squad, and to the 
Buchanan Presbyterian Food Pantry were 
highlighted in the letter that was received 
from her nominator.  The nominator 
had this to say:  “…she inspires me by all 
she has done for the community.”

Kim Wyrick’s service to the community 
as a Botetourt County deputy while 
dealing with life’s challenges was 
highlighted in a letter that was received 
from her nominator. Herr work as a 
Resource Officer and the DARE Program 
has been vital to keeping the children 
in Botetourt County drug free and safe.  
It was also emphasized how important 
her work has been with her church and 
its youth programs and activities.  The 
person who nominated her had this to 
say: “Kim is selfless in so many ways and 
is more than deserving of this community 
acknowledgment. Her spirit and faith 
inspires all of those around her.”

Martha Rodgers’ dedication to serving 
her church and the Botetourt Food Pantry 
were highlighted in a letter received from 

her nominators.  It was also stressed that 
she raised three children, two of whom 
were adopted from foreign countries, 
and that she was involved in their school 
activities over the years. She also served 
this country while she was in the Navy.

Yvonne Frazier’s dedication to serving 
her church as well as her family and 
friends and giving unselfishly of her 
time while struggling through several of 
life’s challenges was highlighted by her 
nominator. Her work with the Circle of 
Mary, Ryan’s Cases for Smiles and all the 
projects and roles through the GFWC 
Botetourt Town and Country Women’s 
Club were also emphasized. The person 
that nominated her had this to say:

“Yvonne has been an inspiration to 
me ever since I met her.  Her kindness, 
generosity, and courage are unmatched.”

Mrs. Wiley said, “It was so touching to 
see the surprise on the faces of those who 
received these awards.  Each and everyone 
showed such humility to be recognized.  
Botetourt County is so proud of all the 
contributions they make each and every 
day to make this a great place to live. The 
Women’s Club is proud to give them a 
‘shout-out’ for all they do!”

-Submitted by Botetourt Town & 
Country Women’s Club

 

Bank of Botetourt promotes seven to vice president
Bank of Botetourt has 

promoted seven of its staff to 
vice president positions. 

“As we continue to grow, it 
is important to promote those 
who have helped us get to where 
we are, and it is because of their 
dedication to the team, our 
community, and our customers 
that the bank continues to 
experience such positive and 
organic growth,” commented 
Laurie C. Hart, Senior Vice 
President, Chief Strategic and 
Retail Officer. 

• Amie A. Chernault has been 
promoted to Vice President, 
Market Manager for the Cave 
Spring and Salem Offices. She 
is based out of the bank’s Cave 
Spring Office. Chernault brings 
over 37 years of experience in the 
banking industry. She graduated 
from Virginia Commonwealth 
University with a degree in 
Business Administration, a 
concentration in Finance 
and minors in Economics 
and Psychology. She serves as 
the treasurer on the Board of 
the Salem-Roanoke County 
Chamber of Commerce and is a 
member of its Executive Board. 
Chernault was born in Rochester, 
N.Y., and moved to the Salem 
area where she attended Andrew 
Lewis and Salem high schools. A 
resident of the Cave Spring area, 
Amie enjoys reading, creating 
greeting cards, traveling, and 
spending time with her friends, 
family, especially her two sons, 
Robby and Timmy.

• Susan Larkin has been 
promoted to Vice President – 
Treasury Services. Larkin has over 
26 years of banking experience 
and will focus on growing 
relationships with the bank’s 
commercial lenders and business 
bankers. She will provide support 

for new and existing customers 
for all products and services 
including online banking, wire 
transfers, ACH, remote deposit 
capture, CDARS (Certificate of 
Deposit Registry Service) and 
ICS (Insured Cash Sweep). Her 
expertise and experience include 
working with government 
entities and non-profits. She 
is from Southern Pines, N.C., 
and has strong roots within the 
community. A graduate of James 
Madison University with a degree 
in English and Communications, 
she serves on the Ronald 
McDonald House of SWVA 
Charities Board of Directors 
and is an Ambassador for the 
Roanoke Regional Chamber of 
Commerce. She enjoys traveling 
and digital scrapbooking and 
resides in Southwest Roanoke 
County with her husband, Pete. 
They have a grown son, Justin.

• Karen R. Newbill has been 
promoted to Vice President, 
Market Manager. She has 46 

years of banking experience, 
26 of them with Bank of 
Botetourt. She is a graduate of 
the Virginia Bankers School of 
Bank Management. The three-
year school is a multidimensional 

educational experience in 
banking sponsored by the 
Virginia Bankers Association 
(VBA) in cooperation with the 
Darden School of Business at the 
University of Virginia (UVA). 
She is active in the community 
and serves as a volunteer with 
the Buchanan Theatre. Newbill 
oversees the bank’s Buchanan, 
Eagle Rock, and Natural Bridge 
offices. In her spare time, she 
enjoys hiking, gardening, 
caring for her adopted pets and 
spending time with her family, 
especially her two grandsons, Jack 
and Cole Thrasher. A native of 
Botetourt County, she resides in 
Buchanan, has two grown sons, 
Daniel and Tyree Thrasher, and 
lives with her husband, Chris.
• Sheila M. Petty has been 
promoted to Vice President, 
Branch Manager at the Daleville 

Town Center office. After 
attending Virginia Western 
Community College, she began 
her banking career in 1995, with 
more than 27 years of industry 
experience. A lifelong resident 
of Fincastle, Petty has deep roots 
and a strong sense of community. 
She has served as a member 
of the Fincastle Volunteer Fire 
Department and the Daleville/
Fincastle Lions Club. She enjoys 
the outdoors, and especially 
spending time with family and 
friends. She resides in Fincastle 
with her husband, Don, and their 
son, Donnie.

• Tina Simpson has been 
promoted to Vice President, 
Branch Manager at the bank’s 
Lexington office. She has been in 
the banking industry for 28 years 
and was previously with the Bank 
of Rockbridge. She was raised 
in the Charlottesville area and 
graduated from Natural Bridge 
High School. She is a member 
of the Moose Lodge, active in 

the Lexington-Rockbridge Area 
Chamber of Commerce and 
supportive of various other 
community organizations. She 
resides in Buena Vista and enjoys 
traveling, festivals and spending 
time with her family.

• Lisa Spangler has been 
promoted to Vice President, 
Business Relationship Officer. 
She has been in banking 32 years. 

She is a graduate of Franklin 
County High School, studied 
accounting at Virginia Western 
Community College and 
graduated from Virginia Bankers 
School of Bank Management 
at UVA’s Darden School of 
Business. While she covers the 
entire bank footprint, she spends 
time in the Smith Mountain Lake 
and Vinton offices. Her favorite 
hobby is listening to music and 
riding her motorcycle. She also 
enjoys watching college and NFL 
football and attends Virginia Tech 
home games when possible. She 
and her husband, Vance, reside 
in Hardy with their 11-year-old 
Akita named Maui. They have 
two grown children, Brandon 
and Taylor, and enjoy spending 
time with their grandchildren, 
Holland and Beckett Chandler.
• Marcus T. Wade has been 

promoted to Vice President – 
Business Relationship Officer at 

the bank’s Salem Office. He has 
been in banking for more than 
18 years, all of which have been 
with Bank of Botetourt. Prior to 
banking, he worked in sales and 
in retail as a shift supervisor. Wade 
attended Bluefield College where 
he earned his bachelor’s degree in 
Organizational Management and 
Development. He is a graduate 
of the Virginia Bankers School 
of Bank Management and in his 
final year at the Graduate School 
of Banking (GSB) at Louisiana 
State University. The GSB three-
year program provides courses 
covering all aspects of banking, 
economics, and related subjects. 
He is active in his community, 
serving as a board member for 
Star City Rec Club and Virginia 
Warriors AAU. A Deacon and 
Chairman of Youth Ministry 
with High Street Baptist Church, 
he is also a member of the 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
Committee with the Virginia 
Bankers Association and Bank of 
Botetourt and serves as a member 
of the Kiwanis Club of Salem. 
In his spare time, he enjoys 
coaching, fishing, hunting, and 
spending time with his family. He 
resides in Roanoke and has two 
children, Kennady and Kaiden.

About Bank of Botetourt
Bank of Botetourt was chartered 

in 1899 and operates 13 retail 
offices in Botetourt, Rockbridge, 
Roanoke, and Franklin counties, 
the City of Salem, and the Town 
of Vinton,. Bank of Botetourt 
also operates a mortgage division, 
Virginia Mountain Mortgage, 
and a financial services division, 
Botetourt Wealth Management.

-Submitted by Bank of 
Botetourt
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Buchanan
Theatre

Main Street, Buchanan

Put The Classifieds To Work! 

Call 389-9355

Submit all 
Letters to the 

Editor to
Fincastle@

mainstreetnewspapers.com

Etzler’s
Hams

5448 Blacksburg Road,
Troutville

540-992-2297

Fresh Hams &
Pork Bellies

This Friday, Jan. 27th

Botetourt Fire & EMS 
application deadline Feb. 1

The Roanoke Regional Hiring 
Process is now open. If individuals are 
interested in a career in Fire and EMS 
throughout the Roanoke Valley, the 
cities of Roanoke and Salem, and the 
counties of Botetourt and Roanoke are 
all currently accepting applications. 

The application deadline for 
all localities is Wednesday, Feb. 1st. 
Interested persons musts submit a 
separate application for each department. 
No applicant will be considered by a 

locality that doesn’t have an application 
on file by the advertised deadline. 

This hiring process is to seat recruits 
for the Roanoke Valley Regional Fire & 
EMS Training Center Academy starting 
July 2023. 

Applicants interested in joining the 
team may visit botetourtfireems.org for 
more information.

~ Botetourt County Dept. of Fire & 
EMS/Fincastle Herald staff report

PHOTO COURTESY OF BOTETOURT CO. FIRE & EMS

Upcoming Library Events
Fincastle Courthouse: A 
Discussion & History

Sat, Jan 28, 11am-12pm, Fincastle 
Library

Jon Lanford (Assistant County 
Administrator) will lead a discussion on 
what’s involved in the construction of a 
new courthouse, including an overview 
and timeline of the project and the history 
and significance of the courthouse to the 
community. 

Mill Mountain Theatre: 
“Where the Wild Things 
Are”

Sat, Jan 28, 10:30-11:30am, Blue Ridge 
Library

Sat, Jan 28, 1-2pm, Buchanan Library
Sat, Feb 4, 10:30am-11:30am, Eagle 

Rock Library
Sat, Feb 4, 1-2pm, Fincastle Library
Be an actor for a day! Enjoy activities and 

dramatic play, followed by an interactive 
reading of Maurice Sendak’s “Where the 
Wild Things Are.” Recommended for ages 
6-12. Space is limited, call 540-928-2900 
to register. 

American Revolution: 
Featuring American Girl 
Felicity Merriman

Thu, Feb 2, 4-6pm, Fincastle Library
Wed, Feb 8, 2:30-4:30pm, Eagle Rock 

Library
Fri, Feb 17, 2:30-4:30pm, Buchanan 

Library
What was it like to be a kid during 

the American Revolution? Find out 
with hands-on activities and games! 
Recommended for grade school children. 

BBB: Scams Against Older 
Adults

Mon, Jan 30, 10:30-11:30am, Blue 
Ridge Library

Tue, Jan 31, 10:30-11:30am, Buchanan 
Library

Wed, Feb 1, 10:30-11:30am, Fincastle 
Library

Thu, Feb 2, 10:30-11:30am, Eagle 
Rock Library

Older adults are a high-risk demographic 
for targeted scams. Learn why seniors are 

so vulnerable to certain types of scams, 
how to spot them, and how to protect 
yourself. 

Strong Men & Women 
Traveling Exhibition

January 23-27: Fincastle Library

Virginia’s Constitutions 
Traveling Exhibition

January 25 - February 3: Fincastle 
Library

February 6-15: Eagle Rock Library
February 16-24: Buchanan Library

Yoga for Beginners 
Eagle Rock - Tuesdays 10:00am
Stretch your brain and body with yoga 

poses. Adaptable for all ages, abilities, and 
body types. Instruction provided by the 
Botetourt Family YMCA. 

Puzzle Club 
Blue Ridge - Wednesdays 10:30am
Buchanan & Fincastle - Mondays 

10:30am
Eagle Rock - Fridays 10:30am
Meet new friends and challenge your 

brain with jigsaw puzzles! Great way to 
socialize on cold winter days. 

Scrabble Club
Blue Ridge & Eagle Rock - Mondays 

10:30am 
Buchanan & Fincastle - Wednesdays 

10:30
Improve your vocabulary and meet new 

friends!  

Card Games
Blue Ridge & Eagle Rock - Fridays 

10:30am
Join new and old friends in the card 

game of your choice. 

Art Tells the Story: A Mock Caldecott 
Reading Challenge

January 1-31
Explore the world of picture books! The 

Caldecott Medal is awarded annually to 
an American children’s picture book artist. 
Read suggested titles and tell us what you 
think! Log into your account on Beanstack 
(botetourtva.beanstack.org) to log your 
reading and leave book reviews.

To the Constituents of 
the 19th House District:

The second week 
of the 46-day General 
Assembly Session 
has  conc luded. 
House Republicans 
have been working 
diligently to advance a 
legislative package to 
improve our schools. 
Legislation has been 
filed that will elevate 
education standards, 
ensure students have 
the resources they 
need to succeed, and 
empower teachers 
to regain control of 
their own classrooms. 
Most importantly, the 
proposals incorporate 
input from both parents 
and teachers throughout 
the Commonwealth.

In addition to my 
House Committee 
responsibilities, I serve 
on the Joint Legislative 
Audit and Review 
Commission (JLARC). 
JLARC has a staff of 
more than 30 analysts 
that are directed by the 
Commission to analyze 
various government 
agencies and legislative 
policies. Within JLARC, 
I serve on its Topic 
Selection Committee, 
which determines the 
subject matter staff 
will study for each 
year. Recognizing the 

negative impacts the 
pandemic had on our 
students, it made sense 
for one of these studies 
to determine the extent 
of these effects. 

The results are eye 
opening– 56 percent of 
those surveyed in our 
schools said behavior 
is a “very serious 
issue,” while another 
24 percent called it a 
“serious” problem. It is 
beyond time for teachers 
to regain control 
of their classrooms 
and reestablish the 
consistency needed 
to instruct students 
effectively and without 
distractions. Disruptive 
classrooms make it 
harder for teachers to do 
their jobs. Fortunately, 
legislation has been 
introduced that will 
empower teachers with 
the support they need 
to allow them to better 
handle discipline in 
their classrooms. By 
reducing disruptions, 
classrooms can return to 
an environment where 
teachers can teach, and 
students can learn. 

Recent reports from 
the Department of 
Education related to 
student test scores show 
a clear and immediate 
need for more resources 
for our students to 

Update from the House

By Del. Terry Austin

succeed. The JLARC 
report underscores the 
severity: in 20 school 
divisions, more than 
half of third graders 
failed their reading and/
or math SOLs; and in 
60 divisions, more than 
half of eighth graders 
failed their math SOL. 
The General Assembly 
cannot be idle and hope 
that students recover 
from the learning loss 
brought on by the 
pandemic and virtual 
learning – parents and 
teachers deserve support 
now.

House Republicans 
are addressing this issue 
by advancing legislation 
that earmarks specific 
unspent federal funds to 
invest in our students 
and combat learning 
loss. Moreover, we are 
promoting legislation 
that expands proven 
and effective reading 
support to more 
students across Virginia. 
This legislation received 
unanimous approval in 
a House subcommittee 
and awaits further 
consideration.

As for my bills, I am 
happy to report that 
HB1494 has passed 
out of committee 
unanimously and is 
to be voted on by the 
House this coming 
week. This bill creates 
a specialty license plate 
for supporters of the 
Blue Ridge Parkway 
Foundation, and will 
raise funds to support 
the Parkway, which 
is the most visited 
National Park in the 
country. Of its 469 
total miles, 217 traverse 
Virginia. According to 
a 2019 National Park 
Service study, over 

See Austin, page 10
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Ann arrived in Botetourt in 1966, teaching 
European art history at Lord Botetourt High 
School. She grew up a “Navy brat,” living all over 
the country. While living in Groton, Conn., Ann’s 
father help start up the Submarine Library Force 
Library & Museum. Over the years, the library has 
grown immensely. 

Through her travels with her family, Ann 
experienced different cultures in various parts of 
the country. Eventually, she studied at then-Radford 
College while living with her parents at Fort McNair 
National War College in Washington, D.C. Right 
after college, Ann found herself living in Roanoke, 
and then eventually living in the Botetourt County 
seat after meeting her husband, John Allen Layman.

“My family exposed me to a lot of cultural 
things,” Ann recalled in a recent interview. “When 
I was 21, I moved to Main Street in Fincastle. I had 
heard of history, taught European art history, but I 
didn’t know anything about Botetourt history.” 

Ann was impressed with the history of Fincastle 
and Botetourt County as she began to learn more 
about the area. She’s a firm believer that it takes 
an outsider to fully appreciate what a town and 
its community has to offer. Ann soon got involved 
in town activities. For example, she spent 10 years 
helping out with the Fincastle Festival Art Show.

“I was then asked by Emily Honts to go on 
the Board [of Directors],” she recalled. “Probably 
around the same time as John Rader.” From there, 
the rest is Botetourt history.

Ann is involved with the Botetourt Town & 
Country Women’s Club which is part of the General 
Federation of Women’s Clubs (GFWC), which 
consists of more than 60,000 members in affiliated 
clubs in every state, the District of Columbia, and 
more than a dozen countries. GFWC members 
work in their own communities to support the 
arts, preserve natural resources, advance education, 
promote healthy lifestyles, encourage civic 
involvement, and work toward world peace and 
understanding.

The GFWC has a two-year community 
improvement project program that encourages 
members to promote and support art and cultural 
programs in their clubs and communities, and to 
expand understanding on every level, from local and 
regional to national and international.

“Last year, the Women’s Club helped the jail 
and the Sheriff ’s Office—helped Toys-4-Tots and 

whatever else they needed us to do,” Ann said. 
“Because the club helped so much with the move, 
the club voted to work on the museum for two 
years—last year and this year.”

The Botetourt Town & Country Women’s Club 
began work on the museum last February by 
cleaning the rooms, painting the interiors, and 
preparing the floors for all of the old museum’s 
artifacts. Additionally, the club’s done various things 
around town like trash pick-up, landscaping, and 
decorating a tree on the First Bank Tinsel Trail.

Along with Layman’s active involvement with the 
Women’s Club, she is also one of the members of an 
assigned executive committee discussing the plans 
for a new Botetourt County museum, owned by the 
county, located in Fincastle—not to be confused 
with the current Botetourt County Historical 
Museum on East Main Street.

BCHM has all of their additional materials 
in climate-controlled storage units that could 
potentially be used in the new museum, and also 
rotating in and out of the museum on East Main 
Street. The old building of BCHM, in the old 
Breckinridge law offices built in 1861, will be 
put up on rollers and moved behind the Old Jail 
this spring. The county hopes to make an “event” 
out of the move, according to Botetourt Assistant 
Administrator Jon Lanford.

Looking back, Ann mentioned Joe Buhrman’s 
legacy with the museum and all of things he did 
as a charter member of the Historical Society for 
more than 50 years and founding member of the 
museum’s Board of Directors. Buhrman, who passed 
away in 2019, allowed members of the society to go 
into his home in Gala and pick out artifacts to take 
back to the museum. Additionally, he left his home 
to the society, who then sold the home. BCHM used 
money from the sale to purchase their new home in 
the old law offices of Rob Hagan on Main Street in 
Fincastle.

“It was just perfect,” Ann said. “We asked him 
[what he was going to do with his house] but we 
didn’t know. Plus, we got to go in the house and 
pick out the treasures we wanted [for the museum] 
before it went to auction… it was a lot of stuff. We 
couldn’t have [bought the museum’s new property] 
without [the sale of the Buhrman’s house]. We will 
forever be grateful to him.”

The new, separate museum building planned for 
Fincastle will be for a new destination also focusing 

on the entire county’s history and its culture. The 
language used in the appropriations made by Del. 
Terry Austin during a House of Representatives 
2022 session last year (Item 386 #18h) mentioned 
a new “Fincastle Museum.” Austin serves as the 
chairman of the executive committee planning for 
the new museum. Ann explained this new museum 
was given that title so that it wouldn’t be constructed 
outside of the Town of Fincastle.

BCHM remains involved in local school history 
programs by bringing by artifacts, presentation, 
and various other activities for students. During 
the 250th Anniversary celebration, the Historical 
Society raised money and commissioned Ed McCoy 
to write “Chronicles of Botetourt County”—a 
collection of essays looking back on 25 decades 
examining the county’s history through its people, 
places, organizations, churches, businesses, and 
events. The book was donated by BCHM to James 
River and Lord Botetourt High Schools’ 11th grade 
history classes.

“We want to do more programs,” Layman added. 
“We’re trying to work with all the groups—Historic 
Fincastle, Inc., the Town of Fincastle, Buchanan, 
genealogy. We do work with all of them.” Ann hopes 
the museum can host more events in the near future.

She’s excited about the direction of the Botetourt 
County Historical Society & Museum and remains 
hopeful that more young professionals take an 
interest. Ann praises the museum’s Executive 
Director Lynsey Allie for what she’s put into the 
museum’s new location and is also appreciative of 
the Botetourt County Chamber of Commerce’s 
involvement in museum activities.

There are still things that need to be done 
to BCHM’s new location. Ann remains hopeful 
that community members will be interested in 
volunteering their services to help out the museum 
put the finishing touches on building maintenance. 
Ann credits Jake Cress in helping refurbish some of 
the museum antiques over the years, including the 
museum’s front door and bookshelves.

To learn more about the Botetourt County 
Historical Society & Museum,  visit bothistsoc.
wordpress.com/. The museum is located at 26 East 
Main Street in Fincastle and is open to the public 
Monday thru Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
on Sundays from 2 p.m. until 4 p.m.

Layman from page 1
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ANGLICAN
Orchard Hills Church - 6032 
Cloverdale Rd. next to Read 
Mountain Fire Station. Wor-
ship at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Sun-
days. Home group Bible stud-
ies available throughout the 
week. Pastor Scott McLucas, 
977-6800. To  nd out more 
about Orchard Hills Church go 
to the website at www.orchar-
dhillschurch.org.

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Beginnings Assembly 
of God, 1317 Narrow Passage 
Rd., 43 North. Sunday School, 
9:30 a.m.; Worship, 10:30 
a.m.; Sunday night Worship 
6 p.m., Wednesday Prayer & 
Bible Study, 6:00 p.m., Pastor 
Wanda Scaggs, 704-310-6946; 
Jack Scaggs, 540-314-4243. 
Everyone welcome.
Troutville Assembly of God, 
118 Conner Lane, P.O. Box 
728, Troutville,VA 24175, Pas-
tor Dennis Carroll, 540-960-
1224, Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Children’s 
Church 11:00 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m., Every-
one welcome.

CHURCH OF GOD OF
PROPHECY

Botetourt Church of God of 
Prophecy - (formerly Flat-
woods COGOP & Fincastle 
COGOP), Roanoke & Acad-
emy Streets, Fincastle, Va 
24090, Sunday School 10:00 
AM, Worship 11.00 AM, 
Sun. Evening 6:30 PM, Wed. 
Evening 7:00 PM, Pastor Peg-
gy Brown, 540-992-3696.

INDEPENDENT 
BAPTIST

Colonial Baptist Church – 
221 Hillcrest St., Blue Ridge, 
VA 24064. Phone 540-977-
5683. Senior Pastor Joel A. 
Wegner; Sunday: 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday School & Adult Bible 
Fellowships; 10:30 a.m. Wor-
ship (Nursery, Tots’ & Chil-
dren’s Church) – broadcast on 
Facebook Live; One Sunday 
evening worship per month at 
6 p.m. Wednesday schedule 
during the school year: 11 a.m. 
& 7 p.m. Adult Prayer & Bible 
Studies; 6:45 p.m. WOL Teens, 
7 p.m. WOL Gopher Buddies 
& Olympians (Age 3-Grade 
6), 7 p.m. MERGE (College 
Age). E-mail: of  ce@cbcblu-
eridge.org; website: www.cb-
cblueridge.org; On Facebook, 
Instagram, YouTube
Crossroads Baptist Church 
- 1128 Wheatland Rd., Bucha-
nan, Pastor Elmer Clemons, 
761-5074 Home, Sunday 
School 10:00 A.M., Morning 
Worship, 11:00 A.M., Sunday 
Evening 6:00 P.M., Wednes-
day Prayer & Bible Study 6:00 
P.M.
Faith Baptist Church– 4258 
Botetourt Rd., 4 miles N. of 
Fincastle; Dr. John W. Rey-
nolds, pastor- teacher, 473-
2325, jwr56fbc@Yahoo.com. 
Sunday School, 10 AM; Wor-
ship, 11 AM. Wed. Bible study, 
7 PM.  ncastlefaith.com.
Lapsleys Run Baptist 
Church- Rev. David W. Hal-
sey, Sr., Pastor. 608 Zion Hill 
Road, Fincastle.  540-556-
3504.  Worship: 2nd & 4th 
Sundays at 11:00a.m.
New Hope Baptist Church– 
2315 Blue Ridge Blvd. (US 
460), 977-6610, Pastor Dav-
id McNeill; Sunday School, 
9:45AM; Worship, 10:45AM, 
7PM; Wed., Bible Study 7PM; 
Kings Kids, 7PM; Daycare and 
Preschool, Mon-Fri. 6:30AM-
6PM.
Valley View Baptist Church– 
17471 Main St., Buchanan; 
Rev. Daniel Boone, 254-2760 
(church), 254-2570 (H). Sun-
day School, 10 AM; worship, 
11 AM, Sunday Evening, 6:30 
PM; Wednesday: Prayer and 
Youth Ministries, 7 PM, Word 
Of Life youth ministry for 4 
year olds-12th grade Wednes-
days at 7 p.m.

SOUTHERN BAPTIST
Bonsack Baptist Church - 
4845 Cloverdale Rd. (Alt. 220) 
Dr. Chris Cadenhead, 977-
5701, Sunday School, 8:30a.m. 
and 11a.m.; Worship 9:45a.m.; 
Wed. Bible study, 6 p.m.
Buchanan Baptist Church 

– 19730 Main Street, Bucha-
nan, Sunday Bible Study for 
all ages 9:45 a.m.; Worship at 
11 a.m. Wednesday Fellow-
ship Meal at 6 p.m. followed 
by Bible Study and activities 
for all ages. Facebook - Bucha-
nan Baptist Church; Web Site 
- buchananbaptist.com; Phone 
- 254-2253, Pastor - Darrell 
Naff; Minister of Music - 
Stephen Harris
Cave Rock Baptist Church 
- 2233 Stoney Battery Road, 
Troutville. Pastor Mark 
Childers, 540-765-8855.  Sun-
day School 10 a.m., Worship 
Service 11 a.m. Wednesday 
Bible Study 7 p.m.
Daleville Baptist Church–
Corner of Valley Rd. and Or-
chard Dr., 992-1570; Senior 
Pastor Wes Belcher; Sunday 
School 9:00 a.m., Worship 
10:30 a.m.; Wednesday: Youth 
6:30 p.m., Children (age 4-5th 
grade) 6:45 p.m., Bible study 
& prayer 7:00 p.m.
Fincastle Baptist Church– 
Located at 7330 Roanoke Rd., 
Fincastle, Rt. 220, 1 mile south 
of Fincastle, 540-473-2861; 
www.  ncastlebaptist.org; Sr. 
Pastor Kevin B. Cummings. 
Sunday Mornings, we offer 
a dual Bible Study/Worship 
Service at both 9:00 am and 
10:45 am. On Wednesday eve-
nings, we offer events for the 
entire family: Kids Club (3 
years-5th grade) 6:15-7:30 pm; 
Middle School Ignite (Grades 
6-8) 6:15-7:15 pm; Adult Bi-
ble Study 6:30-7:30 pm; Ignite 
High School Group (Grades 
\9-12) 7:45-8:45 pm; and 
childcare (birth-36 months).
Forest Grove Baptist 
Church– 693 Mt. Moriah Rd. 
(Rt. 681), Eagle Rock, Rev. 
Jerry Marsh, Pastor. Sunday 
School, 9:30 a.m., Worship 
10:35 a.m., Wed., Bible Study 
7 p.m.
Glade Creek Baptist Church 
– 3148 Webster Rd., Blue 
Ridge; 977-1686 or 309-1908, 
Rev. Steve McChesney. Wor-
ship, 11 a.m.; Sunday School, 
10 a.m.; Wednesday, Bible 
study starting with supper at 6 
p.m.
Mill Creek Baptist Church 
–11475 Lee Hwy., Fincastle, 
992-3474. Danny Quirin, Pas-
tor. Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; 
Worship 8:30 a.m. & 10:45 
a.m.; Wednesday night activi-
ties begin at 6pm: Bible study, 
children and youth activities, 
choir and handbell rehearsals 
follow. of  ce@millcreekbc.
com
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church 
– 4930 Country Club Road 
(corner of Country Club & 
Haymakertown Roads), 540-
992-5556. Pastor Danny 
Barham. Sunday School, 10 
a.m.;  Worship Service, 11 
a.m. Worship can also be 
viewed online at the PHBC 
Facebook page or on Youtube 
(PHBCtube). Other activities 
and schedules can be found at 
www.phbcweb.com.
Springwood Baptist Church 
– 88 Copps Hill Rd., Bucha-
nan; Rev. Mike Anderson, 540-
819-4616, Email pmike09@
outlook.com. Sunday School, 
9:45 a.m.: worship 11 a.m.: 
Wednesday night bible study 
will be held every  rst and 
third Wednesday of the month 
from 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
Troutville Baptist Church 
–P.O. Box 309, Troutville, VA 
24175; 992-1026, Pastor Dr. 
Jeff Ritchey. Sunday School 
9:45 AM; Worship 11 AM. 
Wednesday: Adult Prayer & 
Bible Study, 6:30PM; Youth & 
Children Activities 6:30PM.
Zion Hill Baptist Church–  
Intersection of Zion Hill Road 
and Old Fincastle Road. Pas-
tor Donald Goforth (540) 884-
2285.Sunday School -10 AM 
Worship 11AM. Youth Activi-
ties (grades 6-12) and King-
dom Kids (preschool-grade 5) 
Wednesdays at 5:30 PM.

CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN

Cloverdale Church of the 
Brethren– 4708 Read Mtn. 
Rd., 992-1060; Sunday 
School, 9:15 a.m., worship, 

10:30 a.m.; Wed. (Sept.-May), 
Family Dinner, 6 p.m., Bible 
study, 6:45 p.m. Preschool, 
after-school care & summer 
day camp for preschool and el-
ementary age children. Patrick 
Starkey, Pastor; Shawna Bur-
khart, preschool director.
Mt. Bethel Church of the 
Brethren– 10603 Narrow Pas-
sage Rd. (Rt. 43), Eagle Rock. 
PO Box. 183 Eagle Rock, VA 
24085. Pastor Zach Hatcher. 
884-2292 (church), 815-9224 
(cell). Sunday School, 10 AM; 
worship, 11 AM; Ladies’ Aid 
meets 2nd Thurs. monthly. 
Please contact church for ad-
ditional bible studies schedule.
Mt. Joy Church of the Breth-
ren– 2565 Buffalo Rd., 10 
miles N of Buchanan, 254-
2298. Sunday School, 10 
a.m.; worship, 11 a.m. Pastor 
Michael Tabor, (540) 309-
7595.
Pleasant Dale Church of the 
Brethren, 3732 Breckinridge 
Mill Road, Fincastle Virginia 
24090, Pastor Dr. David A. To-
zar, Worship service 11:00am 
every Sunday, Potluck Lunch-
eon every 3rd Sunday of the 
month.
Troutville Church of the 
Brethren - 5133 Lee Hwy., 
992-1571; Terry R. Johnson, 
Pastor; Don Obenshain, Choir 
Director. Sunday Morning 
Services: Sunday School, 10 
am; Worship Service, 11 am. 
Sunday Night Meetings: Rain-
bows, 5:30 pm; Christ Seekers, 
6:00 pm. Wednesday Night 
Meetings: Bible Study, 6:30 
pm, Choir practice, 7:00 pm. 
Family Fellowship Time will 
be held each 3rd Sunday of the 
month. Handicap Accessible. 
Our email address is: Troutvil-
lecob@hotmail.com.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Dale Ridge Church of Christ - 
7165 Cloverdale Rd., Roanoke, 
24019; beside the Botetourt 
Athletic Club. Leave message 
992-4385. Sunday Bible Study, 
9:30 a.m., Worship, 10:30 
a.m., Wednesday Bible Study, 
6 p.m. Please come visit us in 
person or get to know about us 
 rst by visiting our web page: 

daleridgechurchofchrist.net.  
Updated each week with a new 
sermon by Mike Mazzalongo, 
four minutes of video showing 

our nearly six acres of land and 
our beautiful, functional inside 
facilities, articles, events, news 
from Christian sources around 
the world and here locally 
plus much, much more. See 
how many ways Dale Ridge is 
“Reaching Out There” to the 
Roanoke Valley with the “Good 
News of Jesus. By clicking on 
“visit us virtually” real time 
access to our Worship services 
is available via your computer, 
a tablet or smartphone: Just 
follow the instructions. We be-
lieve in the inspired Word of 
God which is as relevant today 
as it was when it was written. 
We believe the Holy Spirit is 
a gift to every Christian upon 
their response to the Gospel as 
demonstrated by the 3000 obe-
dient souls in (Acts 2:38). We 
believe Jesus is the only author 
of our salvation. (Acts 4:12) 
Have you been looking for a 
church family that is progres-
sive, outside the box thinkers, 
led by the Holy Spirit into all 
truth. (John 16:13). You will 
know we are His disciples by 
our love for one another. (John 
13:35) Real time contact thru 
our website via email. 

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spir-
itual Freedom, is a simple 
teaching that focuses on the 
Light and Sound of God to help 
people  nd more love in their 
life. The Roanoke Eckankar 
Center is located at 1420 3rd 
St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
A spiritual event is held on the 
2nd Sunday of each month at 
10:30 a.m.  Since contracting 
COVID-19 may still be possi-
ble, please take the health steps 
that are best for you.  It is ap-
preciated that by attending you 
are taking responsibility for 
your own health. Visit www.
eck-va.org, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experi-
ences * Group* or call 540-
353-5365 for other Eckankar 
programs and for more infor-
mation about how the teach-
ings of Eckankar can lead you 
to spiritual freedom.

EPISCOPAL
St. Mark’s Episco-
pal Church –111 S. 
Roanoke St., Fincas-

tle. P.O. Box 277 Fincastle, 
VA 24090. The Rev. G. Wil-
lis Logan, Rector. 473-2370. 
Worship in the sanctuary and 
by Zoom on Sunday mornings 
at 10:00am, with Adult Edu-
cation on Sunday mornings 
from 9:00 to 9:50am.  Evening 
Prayer is Wednesday evenings 
at 7:30pm by Zoom.  Brown 
Bag Bible Study on Thurs-
days at 12 noon in the Ministry 
Center and by Zoom.  Links 
for Zoom can be found on our 
website, www.stmarks  ncas-
tle.org.

LUTHERAN
Our Savior Evangelical Lu-
theran Church (WELS) – 
4535 Bonsack Road, Roanoke, 
VA; Paul Workentine, Pas-
tor; Worship Sunday at 10:00 
AM. Sunday School at 11:30 
AM. Info and calendar at os-
lroanoke.com. Phone: 540-
977- 4888. Mailing address 
PO Box 916, Blue Ridge, VA 
24064.
Wheatland Evangelical Lu-
theran Church– 1560 Wheat-
land Road, Buchanan, 24066; 
540-254-1605. Sunday wor-
ship service, 10:30 a.m. (in 
person or parking lot, tune car 
radio to 88.9 FM). The Rev. 
Chuck Miller, 540-589-7553. 
Facebook, http://www.wheat-
landlutheran.org; teemwheat-
land@gmail.com

NON-
DENOMINATIONAL

Grace Bible Church of Bote-
tourt – 148 Amsterdam Rd. 
(beside the south lane of 220 
in Amsterdam, 1.5 miles north 
of LBHS). Sunday Worship, 
10 a.m. Pastor Jay Robinette - 
855-4620.
Mt. Carmel Church, 6 miles 
south of Eagle Rock at in-
tersection of Rt. 43 and 688; 
pastor, Richard Ronk; phone 
# (540) 884-3653; Sunday 
School at 10:00 A.M., Worship 
at 11:00 A.M., Wed. Prayer 

Meeting at 7:00 P.M., 4th Sun-
day Evenings at 7:00 P.M.
Woodland Church–A Place
Where You Can Grow – 45 
Woodland Rd. Troutville, VA. 
Corner of Blacksburg/Coun-
try Club Rds., 3.5 miles W. 
of Fincastle; 992-1008. Sun-
day School, 10AM; Worship, 
11AM, Wed. Prayer Meeting 
7PM (Call for more informa-
tion).

PRESBYTERIAN
Buchanan Presbyterian 
Church – 19559 Main St. 
Buchanan.  540-254-1390. 
Interim Pastor Skip Hastings.  
Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. 
with background checked ap-
proved teachers, Choir prac-
tice at 10:15 a.m. Worship at 
11 a.m. with children’s nursery 
with background checked
approved staff. Videotaped 
services can be viewed on 
YouTube. The Food Pantry is 
open from 9-11 a.m. on the 2nd 
and 4th Saturdays of each
month. AA meetings are held 
on Thursdays  at 7 p.m. Handi-
cap accessible.  Facebook 
page or website: www.bucha-
nanpresbyterian.org. Contact 
www.admin@buchananpres-
byterian.org
Fincastle Presbyterian 
Church – 108 E. Back Street, 
Fincastle, VA 24090.  The 
Reverend David Dickerson 
is the minister with the Wor-
ship Service held from 10:30 
– 11:30 Sunday mornings.  
Services are now being held in 
the sanctuary with no restric-
tions…unvaccinated individu-
als are still requested to wear 
their masks. The service will 
also be live-streamed via Fa-
cebook at (https://www.face-
book.com/  ncastlepresbyteri-
anchurch ). New members are 
welcome to join our hand bell 
and vocal choirs. (No musical 
experience is required…just 
a desire to worship the Lord 
and to have fun!)  The church 
is handicapped accessible.  
For more information:  ncas-
tlepresbyterianchurch@gmail.
com or (540)473-2042.
Galatia Evangelical Presby-
terian Church - 78 Gala Loop 
Road, Eagle Rock, VA 24085. 
Rev. Emily B. Hook, pastor,  
804-516-6552. Sunday School 
at 10 a.m. each Sunday. Morn-
ing Worship & Praise at 11a.m. 
each Sunday. Communion 
once each quarter. 
Virginia Presbyterian 
Church – 918 Pico Road, 
Buchanan, 24066. Worship 
9:30 a.m. (nursery provided), 
Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Church of the Trans  gura-
tion– 7624 Roanoke Rd., Fin-
castle, VA 24090; Fr. Stephen 
McNally. 473-2656. Saturday 
Mass at 4:30pm & Sunday at 
8:30am; Christian formation 
after Mass on Sunday.

UNITED METHODIST
Andrew Chapel United 
Methodist Church– 3936 
Beaver Dam Road, just off 
Springwood Road, Spring-
wood. Rev. Morris A. Bennett. 
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m. fol-
lowed by Worship, 10 a.m. 
Eagle Rock United Method-
ist Church – 14565 Church 
St. Eagle Rock 10:15 AM; 
Glen Wilton UMC, Main St. 
Glen Wilton, 9:00 AM; Shiloh 
UMC, Shiloh Rd, Eagle Rock, 
11:15 AM. Pastor Ray Sandifer 
(540) 525-0258.
Fincastle United Methodist 
Church – Sunday School at  9 
a.m. in the Family Life Center.  
In person services Sunday, 10 
a.m. in the sanctuary, 136 S. 
Church St., Fincastle. Pastor 
Rev. Kwang Shin, of  ce, 473-
3001. E-mail: of  ce@  ncas-
tleumc.org.
St. Mark’s United Method-
ist Church – 19 Cedar Ridge 
Drive, Daleville, Rev. Terry 
Clark, 992-3030. Sunday 
School 10am; Traditional Wor-
ship 8:30am & 11am.
Trinity United Methodist 
Church – 19637 Main St., 
Buchanan; Rev. Doug Mitch-
ell, 254-2475 (O). Sunday 
School, 9:45AM, worship 
10:30 AM.

DEAR DIARY 
Read Ezekiel 40:1 

through 42:20

How do you handle the pain of 
loss or tragedy? Our natural ten-
dency is to hold on to past pain 
and keep track of hurtful events. 
“Fifteen years ago today, my 
wife asked for a divorce.” “Four
years ago this week, our son 
drowned.” “It’s been twenty 
years, but I vividly remember 
the day dad died of cancer.”

Remembering tragedy is not 
wrong, but God wants us to see 
our pain in light of what He can 
do to bring healing to our lives.

In the twenty-fi fth year of our 
exile, at the beginning of the 
year, on the tenth of the month, 
in the fourteenth year after the 
fall of the city—on that very day
the hand of the Lord was on me 
and he took me there.
(Ezekiel 40:1).

Ezekiel and the exiles of Israel 
would always remember the 
painful years, but God was at 
work even during this dark sea-
son of their history. In our own 
lives, we can expect “that very 
day the hand of the Lord” will 
become evident in our circum-
stances.

Thought for Today: Are you 
measuring the days since your 
last heartache, or looking to the 
day of God’s provision?

Quicklook: Ezekiel 40:1–4



THE FINCASTLE HERALD - WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2023           www.fincastleherald.com             PAGE 7

OBITUARIES

CHURCH NEWS

Danielle Nicole Hicks 
Holloman, of Buchanan, 
left this earthly dwelling 
to join our Lord Jesus 
Christ in her eternal home 
in heaven on Saturday, 
January 21, 2023. 

She was preceded in 
death by her grandfathers, 
Daniel D. Dollman and 
William H. Hicks; and 
grandmother, Elsie Keen 
Hicks.

She leaves behind 
her two daughters, Addison Grace and 
Reese Leighann Holloman; her parents, 
Carolyn Ann and Daniel Joseph Hicks; 
her best friend and life companion, 
Noel Calilung, and his children, Kristen 
and Casey. She is also survived by five 

uncles, six aunts, numerous 
cousins and special friends, 
including her Lancerlot 
family; and two very special 
fur babies, her Airedales, 
Rockne and Rudy.   

Funeral services will be 
held at 1 p.m.  Wednesday, 
January 25, 2023 in the 
Buchanan Chapel of 
Botetourt Funeral Home 
with Pastor Rob Colwell 
officiating.  Interment will 
follow in Old Dominion 

Memorial Gardens. The family received 
friends from 2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. on 
Tuesday, January 24, 2023 at Botetourt 
Funeral Home. Online condolences may 
be made at www.botetourtfuneralhome.
com or 540-254-3000.

Free movie at PleasantDale
January 28 is Movie Night at PleasantDale Church of 

the Brethren. The movie will be “Miracles from Heaven.” 
Free hot dogs, chips, and drinks will be available downstairs beginning 4 p.m. The 
free movie, along with free popcorn, begins at 5 p.m. 

Inclement weather date is the following Saturday, Feb. 4. 

Upcoming trips with Joyful Journey Club
The Joyful Journey Travel Club of St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in 

Daleville, invites you to join them on their trips for 2023. This is an outreach 
ministry geared for older adults but any age is welcome. Grandparents sometimes 
bring their grandchildren along and parents sometimes bring their children along. 
For more information and reservations contact Julia Greer, Joyful Journey Travel, 
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, 19 Cedar Ridge Dr., Daleville, Va. 24083-  
540-330-7933

(1)  PENNSYLVANIA  AMISHLANDS   featuring  “MOSES”  April 
26-28  (3 days –        2 nights)   $505 per person (double occupancy), $654 
for a single       The package includes:  2 nights lodging, 2 breakfasts, 2 dinners 
including a  Smorgasbord Dinner,  performance of “MOSES” at Sight & Sound 
Theater,                 “Jacob’s Choice” film, Amish Home & Tour, Kitchen Kettle 
Village, Turkey   Hill Experience & Ice Cream Taste Lab , luggage handling, 
taxes and meal gratuities, motorcoach transportation and driver’s tip.  MARCH 6 
deadline for payment in full.

(2)  PITTSBURG EXPRESS  June 20-22  (3 days – 2 nights)  $515 per person 
(double occupancy), $664 for a single

The package includes: 2 nights lodging, 2 breakfasts, 2 Dinners including 
a dinner at the Grand Concourse, Duquesne Incline, guided tour of Pittsburg 
including the University of Pittsburg Cathedral of Learning Nationality Rooms, 
Heinz Memorial Chapel, Tour of Phipps Conservatory & Botanical Gardens, Frank 
Lloyd Wright’s “Falling Water”, Flight 93 Memorial & Tower of Voices Chimes, 
luggage handling, taxes & meal gratuities, motorcoach transportation & driver’s tip.  
MAY 1 deadline for payment in full.

(3)  GASLIGHT & GINGERBREAD  December 4-6  (3 days – two nights) 
$565 (double occupancy), $734 for a single  Christmas 
Time in Cape May,  NJ

The package includes:  2 nights lodging at the Grand 
Hotel, 2 breakfasts, 2dinners, tour of 1879 Physick 
Estate, trolley tour of historic district, Holly Trolley 
lights tour of Cape May, free time on Washington St. 
Mall, visit to Towne of Historic Smithfield, luggage 
handling, all taxes and meal gratuities, motorcoach 
transportation & driver’s tip. October 13 deadline for 
payment in full.          
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William Henry “Billy” 
Long, Jr., 64, of Fincastle, 
passed away Thursday, 
January 12, 2023 at 
Carilion Roanoke 
Memorial Hospital, 
Roanoke.

He was born March 
15, 1958 in Clifton Forge 
to the late William Henry 
Long, Sr. and Doris Mae 
Painter Long Nicely. He 
was a retired delivery 
driver for the United 
Parcel Service. He was a 
member of Fincastle Baptist Church and 
the Teamsters Union. He loved hunting, 
drag racing and spending time with his 
grandchildren.

In addition to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by two sons, William 
Bradley Long and Wesley Brandon Long. 

He is survived by a son, Andrew 

Long and wife, Amber, 
of Fincastle; a daughter, 
Meagan Johnson and 
husband, Blake, of 
Roanoke; a sister, Pamela 
Lipes of Buena Vista; a 
brother, Christopher 
Long of Iron Gate; three 
grandchildren, Isaiah 
Long, Novah Long and 
Hadley Johnson; and 
a number of nieces and 
nephews. 

A memorial service was 
held on Thursday, January 

19, 2023 at 6 p.m. in the Chapel of Nicely 
Funeral Home, Clifton Forge with the 
Rev.l Gene Ayers officiating. The family 
received friends from 5 p.m. until time 
of service at Nicely Funeral Home. To 
send condolences to the family online, 
visit www.nicelyfuneralhome.com.

Shirley Jean Wells McCoy, 86, of 
Roanoke, went to be with the Lord on 
Friday, January 20, 2023.

She was the daughter of the late Roy 
Wells Sr. and Ruby Wells. In addition 
to her parents, Shirley was also preceded 
in death by her husband of more than 
40 years, Lawrence “Buddy” McCoy; 
children, Lawrence “Butch” McCoy and 
Timothy McCoy; four sisters-in-law; and 
three brothers-in-law.

Shirley will be forever loved and dearly 
missed by her brothers, Roy Wells Jr. 
(Carolyn), Donald Wells (Linda), Toby 
Wells (Nancy), Edward Wells Sr. (Sue), 
and Hilton Wells (Pam); sisters-in-
law, Virginia Hedick and Linda Moore 
(Richard); brother-in-law, Algie McCoy; 
daughter-in-law, Jeannie McCoy; 
grandchildren, Megan McCoy, Taylor 
Smith (Dylan), and Caleb Leginus; 

great-grandchildren, Grayson Smith 
and Addison Smith; and many nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and friends.

She graduated from Jefferson High 
School in 1956 and married Buddy 
McCoy on August 17, 1956. Shirley 
held various jobs at Victory Specialty, 
Mountain Wholesale and Sam’s Club 
throughout her career. She was a faithful 
member of Garden City Baptist Church.

Funeral services will be held at 11 
a.m. on Thursday, January 26, 2023, 
at Garden City Baptist Church with 
the Rev. John Sweeney officiating. 
Interment will follow in the  Martin 
Family Cemetery in Roanoke. The family 
will receive friends one hour prior to the 
service at the church. Online condolences 
may be expressed to the family at www.
Oakeys.com. Arrangements are by 
Oakey’s Vinton Chapel, (540) 982-2221.

Judie Lee Smith 
Snipes, 75, of Troutville, 
passed away on 
Wednesday, January 18, 
2023. 

She was born in 
Callaway, and moved 
to the Highland Park 
neighborhood in 
Roanoke at the age of 
5. She spent summers 
on the family farm in 
Callaway where she 
learned the values of 
farming/community and 
how the sharing of work, 
equipment, knowledge were essential 
for everyone to succeed. She graduated 
from Jefferson High School, Class of 
1965, with honors and participated in 
the varsity basketball, gymnastics and 
choir. The Monday following her high 
school graduation, she started classes at 
the Roanoke Memorial Hospital School 
of Professional Nursing just a few blocks 
from her home on Highland Avenue. 
Judie completed her studies, passed the 
State Board exam and became an RN 
in 1968 and was still licensed at the 
time of her death renewing her Nursing 
License for 2023 just prior to being 
hospitalized. She became the first in her 
family to earn a post-secondary degree. 

She worked at RMH (head nurse 
8East) and also at the (old) Lewis 
Gale, Burrell, Jefferson, Shenandoah, 
and Kirk Army Hospitals. Judie also 
was the practice manager/surgical nurse 
in Oral Surgery. Always learning, at age 
38 Judie graduated from the University 
of Lynchburg earning a BS – BUS 
Mgmt – Magna Cum Laude. Then in 
1987, she was accepted to attend the 
William & Mary School of Business 
attending every weekend while still 
working full time. She completed her 
MBA in 1988 and then her leadership 
training traveling to Chicago and being 
interviewed by hospital executives 
(successfully). Judie was recognized as 
a Fellow in the American College of 
Health Care Executives (FACHE). Judie 
was later recognized as ACHE’s Senior 
Executive of the Year for Virginia. 
Eventually Judie was appointed Senior 
VP for Carilion Clinic. As Master’s 
degrees became a gateway for nurses 
to teach/train/advise, many Master’s 
candidates spent time (often a week) 
with Judie to get a sense of what 
their future might encompass (refer to 
Women at the Top - Roanoke Times - 
March 22, 1992).

At the hospital, Judie was able to 
staff ED, Dialysis, cath lab, surgery, 
and later was a “super user” for the new 
EMR/EPIC information system. 

In a 1992 article in The Roanoke 
Times titled Women at the Top, she 
mentioned that today’s top managers 
are the men who trained under the 
GI Bill after World War II. Women 
were not in that pool of qualified 
candidates. If there are inequalities, 
it’s because women were unaware of 
their opportunities even though they 
dominate the health care industry. Until 
10 or 15 years ago from 1992, women 
aimed to be directors of nursing rather 
than hospital administrators. Today 

women are entering 
the programs and 
achieving high places in 
administration. Women 
must work the same 
long hours as their male 
counterparts if they want 
to reach high executive 
positions.

In her community, 
she was a 1970s CPR 
Am. Heart Assn. Master 
trainer. Judie actually used 
CPR in her community 
on Jefferson St. and for 
an infant at an Easter 

Egg Hunt. Both survived. She was 
the Volunteer of the Year for the Local 
Am. Heart Assn. (1976-77), the Leader 
of Pack 1 and T 210 (Boy Scouts of 
America) where she participated in the 
Training Wood Badge, backpacking 
trek at Philmont, lead Wilderness and 
remote first aid (Red Cross) for adults 
and older youth, member of the Board 
BRMC BSA and awarded Scouting’s 
highest volunteer award, The Silver 
Beaver.

She traveled to many of the 
Carilion hospitals, Big Stone Gap, 
Tazewell, Marion, Bluefield, Lebanon, 
Wytheville, Lexington, Rocky Mount, 
Bedford, Southside (Farmville) and 
worked with the Directors of Nursing 
and Physicians to meet licensure and 
quality measures. Judie shared “best 
practices” from around the system to 
improve care to the friends, neighbors 
and relatives in these communities.

Judie was appointed to a 5 year 
term on Medicare (new/emerging-
technology) Review panel and traveled 
to Medicare Hq, 3 day meetings twice 
per year (volunteer) partnered with 
MDs and records admins (from around 
the country) to evaluate emerging 
technologies and determine if they 
added value and whether Medicare 
should pay for them or not. Her 
physician partners were from the Mayo 
Clinic (Internist) and the LSU School 
of Medicine (Surgeon) along with a 
pharmacist from L.A. She was awarded 
the Carilion Nurse of the Year 2005 by 
vote of the Nursing Team, and awarded 
the Nightingale Medal in 2001.

Judie was invited to present “systems, 
quality, and clinical effectiveness topics” 
to state hospital organizations and 
health systems – San Francisco, Seattle, 
Minneapolis, Buffalo, Salt Lake City, 
Orlando, and Portland, Maine. She 
compiled the many quality initiatives 
under at Carilion, wrote the story and 
submitted the information to National 
Quality which resulted in Carilion 
winning the national #1 Quality Award 
in 2000.

In other service, she was a member 
of the Boards of the Mill Mountain 
Theater, Family Service of Roanoke 
Valley, Blue Ridge Mtns. Council BSA, 
Roanoke Country Club (twice), Smyth 
County Mem. Hospital, Emergency 
Meds System Council (Roanoke).

Judie is survived by her husband 
of 48 years (whom she met at the 
hospital), Lucas Snipes; son, Scott; and 
grandchildren, Patrick and Matthew.

There will not be any formal services.

James Joseph “Jim” 
Keenan, Sr., 76, of 
Troutville, passed away 
following a brief illness.

Jim was born in 
Trenton, New Jersey 
January 16, 1947 and 
lived in Troutville for 48 
years. He was the son 
of the late James Henry 
Keenan and Margaret 
Julia Hudick Keenan who 
survives.

Jim proudly served 
in The United States Marine Corps 
during the Vietnam War. He was an 
avid man-about-town, but mostly, he 
loved spending time with his grandkids, 
whether it was having breakfast with 
Ryan, watching Conner play basketball, 
watching Jenna play soccer and rolling 
the dice with Emilee when she was 
younger which continued with his other 
grandkids.

In addition to his father, Jim was 
preceded in death by his brother, Patrick 
Keenan. He is survived by his wife of 54 

years, Sue Graybill Keenan; 
son, James J. “Jay” Keenan, 
Jr. of Montvale; daughters: 
Erin P. Keenan and LeAnn 
Keenan Gregory, both of 
Roanoke; grandchildren: 
Emilee (Cole) Matthews, 
Ryan Patrick Dowdy, Jenna 
Elizabeth Nardone, and 
Conner Bradley Dowdy; 
great-granddaughter, Isla; 
his mother, Margaret 
Keenan; and “Tommy.”

A private service 
remembering Jim with full military 
honors was held. Jim’s family received 
friends 2-4 p.m. Saturday, January 21 at 
Rader Funeral Home, Daleville.

Memorial contributions may be 
made to DAV-Disabled American 
Veterans, P.O. Box 14301, Cincinnati, 
Ohio 45250-0301. Online condolences 
may be made to Jim’s family at www.
rader-funeralhome.com/tributes/James-
Keenan.

Serving With 
Compassion

I

John Raymond Wright, 76, of Troutville, passed away 
January 10, 2023. 

He was a kind and caring person who never met a 
stranger. He enjoyed spending time in the outdoors and 
even more so while with family and friends. He will 
always hold a special place in many hearts and memories. 

As per his request, no funeral services will be held. A 
celebration of life will be held at a later date.
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“We are getting ready to start a renovation to improve 
flow, and allow for more growth while improving the client 
and patient experience,” Harris added. “Kerri is such a caring 
and great doctor that I am so proud to support by handling 
the background operations and administration, while still 
jumping in as another veterinary assistant, or receptionist, or 
kennel assistant whenever needed.”

Harris mentioned that working with Buchanan’s Town 
Council, interim town manager, and town staff has been 
“great.” 

“The council members have been very welcoming and 
helpful,” he noted. “I’ve had conversations with each of them 
where they have caught me up on the current issues and 
recent successes of the town.” 

Reese Peck, Buchanan’s interim town manager, has been 
doing an amazing job town operations, he said, keeping the 
town council informed, offering advice, and making some 
major administrative improvements, including moving town 
investments into significantly higher interest earning accounts 
to working on increasing the efficiency of operations and 
town hall. 

“Our town is understaffed at the moment,” the mayor 
said. “I give so much credit and much appreciation to Harry 
Gleason in Community Development, Town Clerk Claudine 
Stump, and Brian Simmons in public works for working so 
hard to keep things going smoothly.”

Harris is an outdoor enthusiast who see what Buchanan 
has to offer. It’s a “dream” for his family to live in the area. 
They hike, bike, and float the river, all within minutes of 
their house. 

“The events and festivals are always fun for everyone,” 
Harris mentioned. “The Buchanan Garden Festival, the 
Buchanan Community Carnival, the River Farm Truck and 
Tractor Pull, Botetourt County Fair, Reggae by the River, 
Beaver Dam Sunflower Festival, Mountain Magic in the Fall, 
and multiple holiday activities are definitely events to look 
forward to.” 

Harris is excited about the “robustly growing, walkable 
Main Street, a great draw for residents and out of towners 
alike.” New retail businesses and restaurants have been filling 
previously empty storefronts, with more development on the 
way. 

“My wife and I are very happy with the Botetourt County 
school system, with one daughter in kindergarten, and 

another soon to start,” Harris said. “We are confident they 
will get a great and well-rounded education from Buchanan 
Elementary all the way through James River High.”

Mayor Harris is understanding of the pressing issues with 
the Town of Buchanan, like bringing in a full-time town 
manager and filling out the remaining staff members of the 
town so operations are executed at “peak efficiency and offer 
the town’s residents an ever-improving quality of life.”

“We need to make some big decisions in the near future 
to ensure the town’s infrastructure can continue to serve 
the people of Buchanan and be upgraded, repaired, and 
maintained as needed,” noted the mayor. “I would love to 
see more events and increased utilization of the Buchanan 
Town Park and fairgrounds to bring more people in to 
experience all our town has to offer and patronize our 
businesses. 

“Mostly, I want to hear from Buchanan’s citizens to 
find out what will improve their lives in our community. 
I want to create and work toward a vision, with the rest of 
council and our town manager, that will benefit the town, its 
people, and its businesses and increase quality of life in our 
community while keeping the small-town charm that makes 
Buchanan so appealing.”

Harris didn’t really consider becoming mayor of a small 
town specifically, but he claimed to always have a want to 
serve a community in some way. 

“I thought I would start with PTA once my daughters 
were in school, be a member of some town committees, and 
be an active volunteer before attempting to campaign for an 

elected position,” he said. “I did want to eventually be part 
of the group who helps steer the community I lived in and 
when the opportunity came to run for mayor of Buchanan, 
I took some time to consider if I was the right person for the 
job at this time. 

“I had to decide if my life experiences and public 
interactions had prepared me for the position, if I was 
familiar enough with the workings of local government and 
knowledgeable of the Town of Buchanan in particular, and 
consider if I could garner enough support in the community 
to win the election. I spoke with friends and family who all 
believed in me, I researched what aspects I believed I needed 
more depth of knowledge in, and I spoke to citizens of the 
town. I have to admit that I was slightly surprised with the 
amount of support I had in the community, due to the fact 
that I had only been a part of it for a few years.” 

Harris remains grateful for all who helped him with 
his campaign, showed him support, and who voted. He’s 
appreciative of the town for trusting him to be the mayor. 

“I promise to serve the town and people of Buchanan to 
the best of my ability and to always do my research in order 
to be fully prepared to impartially act in the best interest of 
the town, its citizens, and its businesses,” he concluded.

To learn more about the Town of Buchanan and on-going 
activities,  visit https://www.townofbuchanan.com and keep 
track of the latest Buchanan event news every week in The 
Fincastle Herald.

~ Fincastle Herald staff report

Mayor from page 1

Ten21 from page 1

were on some of the equip-
ment and said, ‘I can’t afford 
that.’ I knew my wife had 
a sewing machine upstairs 
that I had given her for 
Christmas several years 
ago. I thought, I’m a pretty 
handy guy. If I can get her 
to show me how to thread 
it, I’ll figure something out.”

Scott’s first project, a 
barricade shooting stabil-
ity bag, “came out a little 
wonky.” Then, on the next 
attempt, it “looked great.” 
Scott enjoyed the process, 
realized he had a knack 
for it, and continued mak-
ing gear. As a person who 
always needs to be doing 
something, Scott’s hobby 
transitioned easily into a 
successful business.

After a little research and 

development, they started 
an Etsy shop and traveling 
to gun shows out of the 
sheer joy of doing it.

“We were both laid off in 
May of 2020 and just kind 
of had an epiphany one 
day,” Rebecca explained. 
“We were sitting there talk-
ing about what we were 
going to do and try to get 
away from being on some-
one else’s schedule because 
we had no work-life bal-
ance. We just had to make a 
change. I committed at that 
point in time to helping 
him all I could.”

Soon after Scott and 
Rebecca started up their 
business, they saw a return.

“It was within six 
months,” Rebecca said of 
their results. “People started 

buying and we were like, 
okay, let’s add some more 
products and see what hap-
pens.”

Ten21 sells products all 
over the world from Canada, 
Great Britain, Switzerland, 
Denmark, and Ukraine. 
They source almost all of 
their materials from inside of 
the United States. The only 
item they utilize not made in 
the U.S. is “cobra buckles” 
used on their dog collars, 
which they get from Austria.

Scott and Rebecca noted 
that they believe the quality 
of their products is second 
to none. 

“We’ve built this compa-
ny on our quality,” Rebecca 
said. “I would stand that 
our quality up to any of the 
national brands.”

“All day; every day,” Scott 
concurred.

“Our gear is made well 

enough for real world use 
but affordable enough 
to use for play,” Rebecca 
added.

Some of Ten21’s popular 
items include a rifle sling 
that’s a “2 to 1” conversion 
sling serving many uses and 
is extremely user-friend-
ly. Another item of note 
is their “insta-ring” Scott 
developed which adds an 
extra point of contact for 
a weapon that doesn’t have 
that point of contact on the 
back of the rifle. 

They also offer a “junk 
drawer”—a tripod ham-
mock for storage and spot-
ting. The hammock hangs 
two-feet below the top of 
the tripod which allows 
users to store their wind 
meters and various other 
items. Scott explained that 
most tripod hammocks 
consist of a flat piece of 
fabric on each end of the 
tripod. The junk drawer has 
a four-inch-tall wall and an 
area in the center where 
weight can be added for sta-
bility. When a user folds up 
the tripod, the pockets and 
storage allows the user to 
carry everything with them 
to their next destination.

Currently, Ten21 is “pay-
ing the bills” for Scott and 
Rebecca. Their hope is to 
move out of their home 
and open an off-site loca-
tion with a staff that would 
potentially work in the sew-
ing department while Scott 
sticks to growing the busi-
ness further and designing/
experimenting with new 
equipment.

To learn more about 
Ten21 Tactical and their 
products, visit their website 
at ten21tactical.com and 
 follow their Instagram page, 
“ten21_tactical.”
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STATEWIDE  ADS

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-614-6667A FREE ESTIMATE

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1

YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

STATEWIDE  ADS

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires March 31, 2023. If you call 
the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 3.31.23

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 3/30/2023. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 
**Third party  nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2023 I crylic Inc.

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES 3/30/2023

$1000
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**AND

Military & Senior Discounts Available

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

STATEWIDE  ADS

Now’s the Right Time
Take advantage of the new 30% Solar Investment Tax Credit (ITC) with PWRcell, 
Generac’s fully-integrated solar + battery storage system. PWRcell will help 
you save money on your electric bill and be prepared for utility power outages.  
Plus it’s compatible with most existing solar arrays.

SAVE 
30% 

WITH THE SOLAR TAX CREDIT^

Call to request a free quote!
(833) 688-1378

^Consult your tax or legal professional for information 
regarding eligibility requirements for tax credits.

Solar panels sold separately.

CEMETERY MAINTENANCE
THE DIGNITY GROUP

Highland Memory Gardens is looking for a 
Full Time cemetery ground maintenance 
person. A Great Place to Work. Chance for 
advancement. Great Benefit package, Health, 
Dental, Vision, uniforms, and 401-K. Retire-
ment program pay commensurate with ex-
perience. Must be able to pass a background 
check and drug test. For confidential inter-
view call Paul at 540-674-5231.

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   Advertise 
your upcoming auctions statewide 
and in other states. Aff ordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@
vpa.net
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Vinyl Replacement Windows Starting 
at $299* Installed w/Free Trim Wrap 
Call 804-739-8207 for MORE details! 
Ronnie Jenkins II Siding, Roofi ng, Gut-
ters and More!
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off  
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667
GENERAC Standby Generators provide 
backup power during utility power 
outages, so your home and family stay 
safe and comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738
The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus 
battery storage system. SAVE money, 
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power 
your home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378
Replace your roof with the best look-
ing and longest lasting material – steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited Time Off er 
- $500 Discount + Additional 10% off  
install (for military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-844-902-4611
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and serv-
ice. Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off  for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-877-591-9950
The bathroom of your dreams for as 
little as $149/month! BCI Bath & Show-
er. Many options available. Quality 
materials & professional installation. 
Senior & Military Discounts Available. 
Limited Time Off er - FREE virtual in-
home consultation now and SAVE 
15%! Call Today! 1-844-945-1631
SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $450+$86 
court cost. WILLS-$295.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  HY-
PERLINK “https://hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com” https://hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com. 
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance! No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help pay funeral 
and other fi nal expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance Company- 844-
509-1697 or visit  HYPERLINK “http://
www.Life55plus.info/vapress” www.
Life55plus.info/vapress
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free information kit! 
Call 888-608-4974
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-888-550-3083  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.dental50plus.com/vir-
ginia #6258” www.dental50plus.com/
virginia #6258
FREE high speed internet for those 
that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Ben-
efi ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet 
service. Bonus off er: Android tablet 
FREE with one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping & handling. Call Maxsip Tel-
ecom today! 1-855-970-1995
Caring for an aging loved one? Won-
dering about options like senior-living 
communities and in-home care? Car-
ing.com’s Family Advisors are here to 
help take the guesswork out of senior 
care for you and your family. Call for 
your FREE, no-obligation consultation: 
1-844-494-0682

Positions Wanted

Employment

Pianist/Organist 
needed

General 
Information

Liquict 2x®

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Affordable Mini 
Storage, LLC 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION

CASE 
No.CWF210000261

, in re 

Legals - City of 
Radford

Order of 
Publication  

Case no. CL22-
6839 Commonwealth of 
Virginia, in re Estate of 
Charles Preston Hall, 
DECEASED

Legals - Craig 
County

TRUSTEE S SALE 
OF 

3484 DICKS CREEK 
RD, NEW CASTLE, 

VA 24127 

Legals - Craig 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No JJ002185-16-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No JJ002184-18-00 

Commonwealth of 
Virginia, in re EVANS, 
Mason Gray 

 

 

 ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No JJ002184-19-00 

Commonwealth of 
Virginia  EVANS, Mason 
Gray 

Legals - Craig 
County

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

OF PROPERTY 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
1st Security Self 
Storage 5 Midway Plaza 
Dr. Christiansburg, VA.

The City of Radford 

General Information

 Health Resources 
and Services 

Administration 
 

NOTICE TO THE 
PUBLIC OF 

FINDING OF NO 
SIGNIFICANT 

IMPACT 

General Information

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-877-591-9950
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Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

ROANOKE’S #2 NEWS 
TALK AND SPORTS 

RADIO STATION
(nielson fall2021book)
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS

Want to keep up with local news, 
sports and events?

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Call (540) 389-9355

To place a 
classifi ed ad, call 

540-389-9355 

If you believe 
in your 

business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

Y0040_GHHHXDHEN23_SMAD_M

WHITNEY HOSEY
540-355-0894
(TTY: 711)
Monday-Friday 

9 a.m - 5 p.m.
Whosey@humana.com

Are you turning
65? Or new to
Medicare?

Call your local
licensed 
Humana sales
agent.

14 million visitors spent $1.1 
billion in communities near the 
Parkway, supporting 16,341 jobs 
and having a cumulative benefit 
to the local economies of $1.4 
billion. 

A few examples of the 
Foundation’s past investments in 
the Parkway in Virginia include 
the operation of the concert 
and music programming at the 
Blue Ridge Music Center near 
Galax, and the rehabilitation of 
infrastructure and improvements 
to the visitor experience 
at Johnson Farm at Peaks of 
Otter, Humpback Rocks Farm, 
and Mabry Mill. With the Blue 
Ridge Parkway Foundation 
being the only official partner 
of the National Park Service, 
sponsoring the creation of this 
plate will help support funding 
for future projects along this 
beautiful scenic road and 

economic driver. I am happy to 
support these efforts and look 
forward to seeing these license 
plates on the road soon.

Two more of my bills reported 
from Transportation Committee 
unanimously. HB1495 removes 
onerous insurance requirements 
for ride sharing firms, placing 
Virginia’s regulatory framework 
in the same posture as 41 other 
states across the country. HB1496 
restructures the Commonwealth 
Mass Transit Fund by 
implementing performance 
requirements for the agency that 
oversees the Metro system in 
Northern Virginia and creating 
efficiencies that ensure commuter 
rail receives adequate funding. I 
look forward to updating you on 
the progress of my other bills as 
they are referred to committee 
and work their way through the 
legislative process.

Last week, Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin delivered his 
State of the Commonwealth 
address, highlighting various 
accomplishments over the past 
year and affirming a renewed 
mission to lower taxes, improve 
our schools, and properly 
equip our law enforcement 
agencies. House Republicans are 
delivering on these goals, and I 
look forward to updating you 
on our progress over the next 
few weeks.

I’m grateful to work on your 
behalf in Richmond. If I can be 
of any assistance to you or you 
would like to share your position 
on any of my legislation, please do 
not hesitate to reach out to me at 
DelTAustin@House.Virginia.
gov and 804-698-1019. 

 
Delegate Terry L. Austin
19th House District

Austin from page 4

Local news to share?
Share it with us!

fincastle@mainstreetnewspapers.com

AARP Virginia Fraud 
Alert: Utility Bill Scams

 Winter is upon us 
and with temperatures 
plummeting in many 
areas, keeping the heat 
on is critical — a fact 
that criminals try to 
take advantage of. They 
impersonate utility 
companies, threatening 
to cut off service if an 
immediate payment isn’t 
made. The goal of these 
crooks is to create a sense 
of urgency so the target 
acts quickly to pay the 
alleged past-due balance.   

If you get a surprise 
visit or call from the 
“utility company” this 
winter, hang up and don’t 
engage. Contact your 
utility company in a way 

you know to be legitimate 
(online account, app, 
or customer service 
number from a prior 
bill) to determine if there 
is a problem with your 
account. And know that 
no legitimate company 
will seek immediate 
payment for a new-to-you 
issue.

Be a fraud fighter!  If 
you can spot a scam, you 
can stop a scam.  

Report scams to local 
law enforcement. For 
help from AARP, call 
1-877-908-3360 or visit 
the AARP Fraud Watch 
Network at www.aarp.
org/fraudwatchnetwork. 
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Brian 
Hoffman

Sports 
Editorwww.fincastleherald.com   

BOTETOURTSports
Cavaliers host undefeated Northside Friday 

PHOTO BY REGINA DEVINNEY
Tyler Meade of LB studies a shot. Meade had 27 points 
in Monday’s win at Alleghany.

The Lord Botetourt boys will be 
back in the Daleville gym Friday 
after playing four straight games 
on the road. The Cavaliers will 
host undefeated Northside in a big 
Blue Ridge District game.

Friday will be the first home 
game for LB since they played host 
to William Fleming on February 
13. The Cavs had four straight 
games on the road after that and 
they won the first three and were 
scheduled to play William Byrd 
in the fourth in Vinton Tuesday 
night. Results of that game were 
too late for publication.

The Cavaliers started the four 
game trek with an 82-52 win 
over Franklin County in Rocky 
Mount last Tuesday. The game was 
close through one quarter with 
LB holding a 16-15 lead, then 
increasing the margin to 32-24 by 
the half. Botetourt blew it open by 
outscoring the Eagles, 32-15, in 
the third quarter.

“We had a great bounce back 
victory after three tough losses 
to three great teams (Radford, 
Northside, William Fleming),” 
said LB coach Andrew Hart. “Our 
guys had a great response and we 
played our best game of the season 

on both sides of the ball.  It was a 
fun game to be a part of.”

Evan Bannwart had his season 
high with 28 points, hitting five 
of eight three pointers and five 
for five on twos. Botetourt had 
four players in double figures as 
Jackson Crawford had 16 points 
and five assists, Tyler Meade had 
13 points and six assists and Blake 
Lovern had 11 points.

On Friday the Cavs were in 
Moneta for a district game against 
Staunton River and LB came away 
with another 30+ win, 65-32. 
The game started slowly with 
the Eagles leading 7-5 after one 
quarter, but LB was in control 
by the half, 23-15. Then, like at 
Rocky Mount, they exploded in 
the third quarter as they outscored 
Staunton River 26-9 to blow the 
game wide open.

“We started out slowly against 
Staunton River, their zone defense 
was giving us some issues and 
we just weren’t capitalizing on 
some opportunities,” said Hart. 
“ However, we played pretty well 
after the first quarter and put 
together a solid performance with 
a lot of players contributing.”  

Crawford hit five threes and 

led the Cavaliers with 25 points. 
Bannwart had nine points, Meade 
had four assists and KeSean 
Anderson came off the bench to 
grab a team-high six rebounds.

On Monday the Cavs were off 
to Low Moor for a non-district 
game with Alleghany and they 
returned winners again, this time 
by a 74-55 score. This time it 
was LB who got off to a fast start, 
winning the first quarter 22-8 and 
leading 45-18 by the half.

“Great first half by our guys,” 
said Hart. “We played with great 
energy and made a lot of plays on 
offense and defense. Proud of our 
effort for the third straight game 
on the road.”

Meade had 27 points as LB had 
a different leading scorer in all 
three road wins. Tyler was 11-15 
from the floor, including five for 
eight on threes. He also led the 
team with seven rebounds and six 
assists. Bannwart and Crawford 
had 15 points each.

Monday’s win lifted LB to 11-5 
overall and 3-2 in the Blue Ridge 
District pending Tuesday’s game at 
Byrd. Tuesday’s game marked the 
start of the second time through 
the Blue Ridge schedule.

LB girls split Blue Ridge 
basketball games  

PHOTO BY REGINA DEVINNEY
Gracie Hubbard of the Cavs looks to pass.

The Lord Botetourt girls dropped a tough overtime 
game to Franklin County last week to fall into third 
place in the Blue Ridge District basketball standings. 
LB bounced back with a home win over Staunton 
River Friday and the girls were scheduled to host 
William Byrd on Tuesday of this week, but results were 
too late for publication.

Last Tuesday in Daleville the Cavaliers struggled 
from behind the arc in a 48-44 overtime loss to 
visiting Franklin County. Botetourt made just two of 
22 attempts from long range.

“We had every opportunity to win the game but, 
unfortunately, we shot the ball very poorly,” said LB 
coach Renee Favaro.

Madilyn Winterton had a double-double in the loss 
with 28 points, 10 rebounds and five steals. However, 
LB was outrebounded by seven boards and shot just 
eight for 15 from the free throw line, sealing the loss.

On Friday the girls bounced back with a 68-17 
win over Staunton River at home. All nine players 
scored and had double figure minutes of playing 
time. Winterton led the team with 23 points, seven 
rebounds, seven assists and six steals while hitting 75 
percent of her shots from the floor. Taylor Orange had 
15 points, Aisnley Anderson had nine points and five 
assists and Bry Orange added nine points and eight 
boards.

The win lifted LB to 11-5 overall and 3-2 in the 
district at the halfway point of district play. After 
Tuesday’s home game with Byrd the girls will hit the 
road for the short trip to Northside on Friday night.

Knight boys will play at Glenvar tonight

River’s Andrew Fowler takes a charge against Floyd.PHOTOS BY JIM DEVINNEY
Brian Moran(#20) of River goes to the hoop.

The James River boys will be in west Roanoke 
County tonight for their second Three Rivers District 
basketball game of the season with Glenvar. The 
Knights are hoping for a better start in this one.

When the two teams hooked up in Springwood the 
Highlanders jumped on top 18-1 at the outset and 
appeared on their way to an easy win. However, the 
Knights scrapped back and caught the Highlanders 
by the end of the third quarter, then won the game by 
seven points in front of an approving Botetourt County 
crowd.

The Knights come in at 4-2 in the district and 11-6 
overall after splitting two Three Rivers games last week, 
beginning with a 52-45 win at Alleghany. Ryan Steger 
made six three-pointers in that one on his way to 27 
points while Sam Bell was a point shy of a double-
double with nine points, 10 rebounds and four assists. 
George Toliver had seven points and nine rebounds.

“It was a monster win,” said River coach Ethan 
Humphries. “I honestly think they have the most 
talented roster, top to bottom, in our district. They run 
12 guys at you that can all go. They will be dangerous 
come playoff time, and that road win proved to 
ourselves we can compete anywhere when we are tough 
and play our game. Our staff walked away super proud 
of our guys.”

Last Thursday the Knights hosted Floyd in the 
second game of a girls-boys doubleheader and dropped 
a 70-55 game to the Buffaloes, who came in as the 
fourth ranked team in the state in Class 2. 

“Floyd came in with something to prove,” said 
Humphries. “We had some good and bad takeaways. 
We weren’t necessarily pleased with our performance, 
yet we were within striking distance until late in the 
fourth.”

Steger led again with 18 points while Bell had 15 
points, 11 boards and six assists. Toliver had a dozen 
points and Brian Moran had eight.

“At times, especially early, we lacked the toughness 
we needed to make up for some of our other mistakes,” 
said Humphries. “That can’t happen against a top team 
like Floyd. For us, coaches and players, it was a great 
game to learn from so we’ll get back to work and get 
better.”

After tonight’s trip to Glenvar the Knights will be 
back on the bus Friday for a game at Carroll County. 
That will the second game of a doubleheader with 
the girls and it will be “Frank Beamer Night” as the 
team honors the all-time winningest Virginia Tech 
football coach. Beamer played his high school sports at 
Hillsville High in Carroll County.

Cavaliers will wrestle 
Patrick Henry tonight

After a week off the Lord Botetourt wrestlers 
will be back on the mats tonight when the 
Cavaliers host Patrick Henry. It will be “Senior 
Night” and a dozen seniors will be recognized prior 
to the match at 6 pm.

This Saturday the Cavaliers will be in a 
tournament at Riverheads High in Staunton. It’s 
an individual tournament scheduled to begin at 
10 am.

Wolverines win Northside Invitational 

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Ben Whitt of CAMS(on top) battles Read Mountain’s Mason 
Boitnotte in last Saturday’s Northside Invitational.

Andrew Lewis Middle School in Salem 
was the team winner at the annual Northside 
Invitational Wrestling Tournament last 
Saturday, a valley wide event for middle 
school teams. Botetourt County middle 
schools Read Mountain and Central Academy 
both had teams in the tournament. 

Read Mountain had a tournament 
champion in Austin Woolwine at 144 pounds. 
Second places went to Kevin Gergely at 136 
and Lucas Hipes at 190 and Blake Markham 
was fourth at 160 for the Stars.

Efraim Echavarria was the loan placer for 
CAMS, taking a fourth.
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YOU CAN
BANK ON 

River girls will play 
Carroll County Friday

Rachel Crowder of the Knights lines up 
a shot.

PHOTOS BY JIM & REGINA DEVINNEY
River’s Kelsi Maydian(#20)  shoots a 
jumper against the Buffalo gals.

The James River girls’ basketball team 
will try to get back to their winning ways 
this week with two Three Rivers District 
games. The girls were scheduled to host 
Glenvar on Tuesday of this week, and on 
Friday they head to Carroll County for 
a 5:30 pm start in a doubleheader with 
the boys.

River fell to 9-7 overall and 1-5 in 
the district with losses on back-to-back 
nights last Thursday and Friday. On 
Thursday at Floyd the girls fell to the 
Buffalo gals, 63-29, despite jumping off 
to an 11-4 lead. That was short lived, 
however, as Floyd settled down and 
went on a 19-2 run to end the quarter 
and never looked back.

“We played so well from the start of 
the game to the half,” said River coach 
Ryan Firebaugh. “We broke Floyd’s 
press and we were capitalizing on their 
mistakes, but Floyd settled down after 
a couple made baskets by them. We 
fought hard and played well, we just 
have to put together four quarters of 
play and not two quarters of play.”

Lexi McCullough and Honesty 
Liming had six points each for River 
while Siera Davis and Sydnee Breeding 
had five each. 

“Floyd is one of the best Class A teams 
in the state, and we went neck-to-neck 
with them for a half,” said Firebaugh. “I 
can’t fault the way the girls played. They 
played well and they played hard.”

On Friday the Knights played another 
strong team on the second night of a 
back-to-back, heading to Elliston to 
take on 14-2 Eastern Montgomery. The 

River wrestlers are at glenvar Saturday

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
River’s Evan Byers sends his opponent to the mat 
Saturday morning.

Josiah Merchant of James River(left) drives his Bath 
County foe.

River swimmers put up good times
The James River swimmers competed 

at the Bedford YMCA last week and had 
some solid performances.

Individually, Walker Wilson won the 
boys 100 Freestyle and took second in 
the 50 Free. Drew Whitson won the 100 
Breaststroke and was second in the 100 
Free, MacKenzie Alford took thirds in the 
100 Free and 100 Back, Ethan Smith was 
third in the Breast and David Merritt took 

fourth places in the 100 Free and Breast.
In the relays the boys had a first place 

with the 200 Freestyle team of Smith, 
Damien Mitchell, Merritt and Wilson. 
Those same four took fourth in the 200 
Medley.

River had a home meet on Tuesday 
of this week against Alleghany and 
William Byrd, but results were too late for 
publication

Cavaliers have senior night 
at the “Y” Th ursday

The Lord Botetourt 
swimmers will celebrate 
“Senior Night” on 
Thursday when they host 
a meet at the Botetourt 
YMCA. The meet is 
scheduled to begin at 7:15 
pm.

Last week the Cavaliers 
hosted William Byrd, 
Franklin County and 
Christiansburg in a quad-
meet at the Y and the 
Botetourt girls swept all 
three. LB beat Byrd, 102-
57, Franklin County, 107-
43, and Christiansburg, 
89-69.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Olivia Nicely of LB does the breast stroke at last week’s 
meet.

Botetourt’s Isabelle Broyles swims the freestyle at the 
Botetourt Y.

The James River wres-
tlers will be one of 14 teams 
scheduled to attend the 
Highlander Invitational at 
Glenvar High School this 
Saturday. The individual 
tourney will begin at 9 am 
and wrestle straight through 
to the finals, which are 
expected to start around 
5:30 pm.

Last Saturday the 
Knights hosted a quad with 
Bath County, Stuarts Draft 
and Alleghany for “Senior 
Day.” River has two seniors 
on the team this year, Elias 
Echavarria at 190 and 
Ethan O’Quinn at 144. 
The Knights beat Bath and 
Stuart’s Draft but lost to 
Alleghany in dual competi-
tion.

“We had a good day over-

all,” said River coach Bobby 
Stewart. “It was a day that 
even our back up guys and 
girls were able to get some 
mat time. Stuarts Draft 
is a state competitor and 
Alleghany is a regional com-
petitor. It was good to see 
what each team has as we 
move into the postseason.”

The Knights forfeited 
four weight classes to 
Alleghany, so they were 
down 24-0 before the first 
whistle blew. The final 
score was 48-36, so River 
held the advantage in 
matches actually wrestled.

“Alleghany always has 
a sizable team and the 
numbers get us when 
we lose a couple other 
matches,” said Stewart. “ 
Had we had the other 
four weight classes filled 
we may have changed that 
outcome. We need to get 
these classes filled out. 
Unfortunately the team 
accomplishment aspect 
is a numbers game. You 
don’t win tournaments 
and tough duals without 
the numbers in the line-
up.”

This week at Glenvar the 
Knights will join the host 
Highlanders along with a 
mix of Class 1 through 
4 schools including 
Blacksburg, Cave Spring, 
Central of Woodstock, 
Chatham, Floyd County, 
Graham, Grundy, Hidden 
Valley, Northside, Parry 
McCluer, Princeton of 
West Virginia and Salem 
High.

“We will get to see 
some other regional and 
state competitors that will 
give us a good test for the 
postseason for regions and 
states,” said Stewart. 

“What an amazing 
meet,” said LB coach 

Ashley Safrit. “We had so 
many time drops it was 
incredible to watch. In 
addition, our girls’ team 
won overall against all 
three teams.”

First places for the 
Cavaliers included Layne 
Jones in the 500 Freestyle 
and 100 Back and Hannah 
Mizuba in the 200 IM and 
100 Butterfly. In the relay 
events the team of Jones, 
Mizuba, Sarah Fredrickson 
and Olivia Nicely won 
the 200 Medley and the 
200 Free Relay. Botetourt 
had 18 individual personal 
records for the night.

host Mustangs upped their win total to 
15 with a 61-37 win over the visiting 
Knights”

“Eastern Montgomery is 15-2 for a 
reason,” said Firebaugh. “They are pretty 
good, they move well without the ball 
and they knock down shots.”

River fell behind early, trailing 22-8 
after the first quarter, and started 
running into foul trouble as they went 
into halftime down 33-15. River cut the 
lead to just six points in the third quarter 
but never could catch the Mustangs.

“Our spacing and our cutting was 
a lot smoother in the second half than 
it was the first half on offense,” said 
Firebaugh. “When we roared backed in 
the third quarter I knew we had them, 
but they had a couple players step up 
and hit some key shots for them to 
extend the lead.”

Kelsi Maydian, who was called up 
from the jayvee team over the holiday 
break, led River with 11 points. Caitlin 
Canada had nine points before fouling 
out in the third quarter. Breeding had 
seven points and Liming had six points 
and nine rebounds.

The schedule doesn’t get any easier 
this week. On Tuesday the girls hosted 
a Glenvar, a team they lost to the first 
time around, and on Friday they’ll try 
to upset the defending Class 3 state 
champion Carroll County girls who 
came into the week at 15-1.


